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25 huqup wlhnuwdlbpk punjugud»
%Enpqg Upkjbwl
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U.pkjbwip:

Swpg.- Phgn®c b pUswyb®u  ulhpgp  wnwe
<<8llbl.uilu bwlwmmwlhn [Fheiu>p be plugn”c ywpnihwly-
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bop nppw’li mwnwymd § wygg Ghip, fuguboe .pr[n?)tin Q-
plPEl 50 nwph sk Quwdwpduljms, Ungbpuly pp quewlibpnch
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Armenian Child who turned to "Mowgli”
5 = E

The Armenian child in this photo was found in the
desert where he lived for over two years. He was
deprived of care, elementary living conditions and only ate
grass and different plants. When he was found, he had
become extremely savage, as seen in his posture and
facial expressions. These photos were taken by Helen
Mari Jerhard, who worked for “The American Near East
Relief” organization in Aleppo, in 1920-1921. She would
later take care of the child.

During the years of Armenian Genocide, thousands
of Armenian children became orphans having lost their
parents and relatives on deportation roads. Some of them
escaped the Turkish massacres and settled down in
abandoned places; forests and caves, far from people and
civilization. These defenceless and careless children, who
had witnessed the brutal murder of their parents, lived
with animals, imitated their behaviour and avoided people.
Some of those children had lost the ability to speak and
walk like people and had acquired features typical of wild
animals. Relief activities to rescue the remaining
Armenian fragments were carried out by Armenian
associations, Churches and foreign Relief Organizations,

which started to gather thousands of Armenian children
orphaned as a result of the Genocide. Some of the
children among were real “mowglies.”

"When I arrived here in Van, all the houses were full
of Armenians’ corpses. The Turks had brutally slaughtered
them... Some of them were found and immediately killed,
others had died of hunger and disease. Some Armenians
are now hiding in jungles and caves, lot of savaged
children among them, whose parents were killed.
Recently, my orderlies had seen such a child, and tried to
catch him, but in vain. He had been completely naked,
noticing people, he had hidden himself like a beast, so it
was impossible to find him. The local commandant has
collected a squad of Armenian soldiers to climb the
mountains and find savaged children. Some of them were
found and handed to the commandant. I have seen
them... it was terrible; swollen bellies, just skin and
bones... savaged to an extent, so that if you laid your
hand they can bite it like a beast”.

Christina Semina
Sister of charity in Caucasian front
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THE CALL FROM ARMENIA:

CANADA'S

RESPONSE

TO THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

In my book, Like Our Mountains.: a History of
Armenians in Canada, 1 expressed the wish that my study
would generate interest in the experience of Armenians in
Canada and that newer, younger scholars would use my
work as a foundation on which to build, deepen, and
expand our knowledge of the Armenian presence in
Canada. We are still waiting, for example, for someone to
examine the work of the Canadian Armenian Congress
using the very rich collections of two of its founding
members: Yervant Pasdermajian and Kerop Bedoukian.

However, I am pleased to note that Aram
Adjemian in his book, The Call from Armenia: Canada’s
Response to the Armenian Genocide traces in depth the
response of Canadians and the Canadian government to
the plight of Armenians in the Ottoman empire during a
critical period of Armenian history, from the 1880s to the
1920s. This period encompasses the Genocide (1915-
1923) and intersects with Canada’s own march towards
nationhood, particularly after World War I. By including
aspects of Canada’s foreign and diplomatic relations, the
author gives his account additional breadth that is
especially useful to the reader unfamiliar with Canada’s
contributions during the war and Canada’s desire for a
greater voice on the international stage after the war.

Based on Adjemian’s Master’s thesis at Concordia
University, The Call from Armenia has been impressively
researched, carefully organized, meticulously footnoted,
and clearly written; and the topics examined are
intellectually interesting. To enhance the book, the author
has included many reproductions of photographs,
cartoons, newspaper articles, poems, and archival
documents, followed by a substantial number of
appendices and a bibliography.

The text is divided into seven sections, showing
primarily the role of religion — Christianity - in the
relationship between Canadians and Armenians. This
emphasis is brought out in the links connecting Canadian
Protestant missionaries stationed in the Ottoman empire,
the Canadian media, Canadian academics, and Canadian
relief efforts on behalf of the Armenians. As a case in
point, the title of this book, 7he Call from Armenia, is
taken directly from a highly successful campaign
organized by the 7oronto Globein 1920 to raise funds for
the destitute Armenians.

Adjemian adroitly shows the impact of the

By Isabel Kaprielian-Churchill

missionaries on spreading the news in Canada about
events in Turkey. As a result, the Canadian reading public,
notably the church-oriented public, became aware of the
1894-6 massacres, the 1909 atrocities, and the Genocide.
This awareness inevitably led to a number of fund-raising
relief campaigns on behalf of Christian brothers and
sisters who were being slain, violated, abducted, and
enslaved by Muslims. The author specifically refers to
those campaigns initiated by the 7oronto Globe which, at
the time, had links to the Presbyterian church. He also
draws attention to the involvement of the YWCA, YMCA,
and Sunday Schools in raising money for the suffering
Christian children.

Missionary contacts with the academic world,
especially Queen’s College (later University) are also
discussed. This, I believe, is a critical relationship, as
certain Canadian colleges were moving in the same
direction as a number of American institutions of higher
learning: producing missionaries and encouraging mission
endeavour.

The author examines protests directed by various
Canadian churches at the federal government arguing that
the Armenian provinces should not be returned to Turkish
sovereignty. In general he gives a praiseworthy account of
the role the Armenian question played in Canada’s
growing sense of nationhood and of Methodist Newton
Wesley Rowell’s part in it, such as the demand for more
information from British authorities.

An extract from the views of Rowell, vice-
chairman of Canada’s War Committee, regarding the
treaty with Turkey, bears repeating:

Canadian opinion would be clearly and justifiably
shocked by any proposal to again subject any portion of
Armenia to Turkish rule....the undersigned suggests that
the Canadian government should place itself on record as
absolutely opposed to the return of any of the Armenian
provinces of Turkey to Turkish rule and that this view
should be communicated at once to His Majesty’s
Government. (p. 75)

However, after all the effort, the influence the
missionaries had on the Canadian government and the
lobbying by various Protestant denominations did not
match their very effective influence on Canadian public
opinion. We see considerable frustration and futility, for
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instance, in the initiatives to promote Armenian
immigration to Canada, to have Canada assume
mandatory power over Armenia, and to affect
international decisions about the treaty with Turkey in
disallowing the Turks control over Armenians and the
Armenian provinces.

There were however, some victories. Adjemian
briefly mentions the Armenian Claims, a topic I cover
extensively in Like Our Mountains, whereby Armenian
Canadians were granted almost $300,000 as
compensation for personal and property losses sustained
in Turkey during the war.

He concludes his study with a short, but pertinent
account of the Canadian government’s approval to bring
Armenian refugee orphan children to Canada to settle on
a farm/home/school near Georgetown, Ontario. This
initiative, organized by the Armenian Relief Association of
Canada (ARAC) and later the United Church of Canada,
moved the hearts of Canadians, who donated generously
to bring these survivors to Canada.

This book admirably shows the links connecting
the Armenian Genocide with the foundations of Canadian
humanitarianism — from missionaries, to church people, to
press, to academics, to governments. It shows relief
missions, fund-raising campaigns, public opinion protests,
and finally, support - limited though it was - for the
movement of Armenian refugees to Canada.

In 2015, Armenians commemorated the
centenary of the beginning of the Genocide. Yet, as we
read Adjemian’s accounts of the events that took place
100 years ago and the reaction of Canadians at the time,
we are obliged to ask, what is going on in the Middle East
today?

“We know that in areas under its control, Da’esh
has made a systematic effort to destroy the cultural
heritage of ancient communities—destroying Armenian,
Syrian Orthodox, and Roman Catholic churches; blowing
up monasteries and the tombs of prophets; desecrating
cemeteries; and in Palmyra, even beheading the 83-year-
old scholar who had spent a lifetime preserving antiquities
there.” These words were spoken not 100 years ago in
Turkey, but on March 17, 2016 by U.S. Secretary of State,
John Kerry. The militant and fanatic Islamic group Da‘esh
(ISIL) has committed and continues to commit genocide
against Christians, Yezidis, and Shia Muslims. Kerry
referred to the militant group as “genocidal by self-
proclamation, by ideology, and by actions.”

The pronouncement of the American Secretary of
State comes three days after the U.S. House of
Representatives unanimously condemned as genocide
Da’esh’s ongoing crimes against Christians in the Middle
East by adopting H.Con.Res.75.

Da’esh’s treatment of Christians harks back to
events that Adjemian shows horrified Christendom 100
years ago: systematic and organized slaying, rape,
abduction, enslavement, pillaging, and widespread
devastation.

In a recent article in 7he Independent, Robert Fisk
draws a parallel between those events and the current
situation in the troubled region. The Americans, he
writes, are justifiably blaming Da’esh for the genocide of a
hundred thousand or more people while refusing to label

THE CALL FROM ARMENIA

CANADA'S RESPONSE TO THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

ARAM ADJEMIAN

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
CENTENARY 1 91 5 - 201 5

the Armenian massacres of a million and a half souls as
genocide lest it offend Da’esh’s “sinister chums in Turkey.”
For many observers, the players are the same. Only the
geopolitical scene has changed. The core determination
to wipe out Christianity from the Middle East has not.

Nor has Canada’s commitment to
humanitarianism changed. If anything, it has grown.
Canada is now a respected member of the world
community. Like almost thirty other countries, Canada has
recognized the Armenian Genocide. And recently, amid
the chaos of the Syrian civil war, the Canadian
government, with the support of humanitarians
throughout the country, facilitated the entry of 25,000
Syrian refugees to Canada — mostly Muslims and a much
smaller number of Christians.

As Adjemian points out, humanitarian endeavour
and commitment in Canada were supported 100 years
ago largely, but not only, by the Christian churches. They
raised money to send overseas to the suffering Armenian
survivors of the Genocide and helped the admission and
settlement of approximately 150 Armenian refugee
orphans and adolescents. Canadian humanitarians
continue to help suffering humanity abroad and to support
the entry and adjustment of refugees in this country.

We have come full circle.
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Dans la Turquie d’aujourd’hui
Des monuments et des hommes

Par Kéram Kévonian,
reportage photo Christophe Petit-Tesson
France Arménie

L'église paroissale de Tchénkouch sert d’étable aux animaux quand il pleut.

E n dépit du temps qui passe, il y a des noms qui
restent dans les esprits, témoins d’'une mémoire qui ne
veut pas s'éteindre, d'une géographie qui ne veut pas
s'effacer. Ils reviennent sur les levres, dans les ouvrages
et les journaux. D'aucuns se croyaient irrémédiablement
détachés du pays qui avait été celui des parents et
grands-parents, resté derriére le voile déformant du
Génocide, ses paysages brouillés, ses espaces devenus
méconnaissables. Mais, soit qu'ils aient voyagé de
mémoire en mémoire, soit que l'interrogation qui nous
pousse a revisiter un événement aussi terrible que 1915
les fasse ressurgir des écrits, ces noms revivent : ils se
prononcent Van, Mouch, Kharpert ou Dikranaguerd,
émergeant au-dessus de milliers d’autres qui désignaient
eux aussi des lieux de vie, ceux-la oubliés ou remisés
dans I'épaisseur des livres, dans I'attente énigmatique
d’un dénouement.

Nous avons cotoyé des ainés qui refusaient de
parler du pays qu’ils avaient quitté, I'écartant de ce méme
revers de main par lequel ils repoussaient I'image des
violences vécues ou rapportées. Réaction compréhensible
et pourtant injuste. D'autres n‘ont pas voulu flétrir un pays
qui n‘avait fait que souffrir avec eux et qu'ils continuaient
d'aimer au-dela de la séparation. Dans un méme
sentiment s’unissaient le plus souvent la nostalgie des

enfances perdues et le souvenir des élans qui avaient
autrefois projeté en avant les hommes et la société. Nous
tenons d’eux un intérét vivace pour ces temps et ces
lieux, comme si leurs enfances avaient été un peu les
nétres et comme si, par un mouvement naturel, les
aspirations qui traversaient leur monde étaient devenues
notre héritage. Des noms qui auraient d{ disparaitre de
nos horizons nous sont restés familiers, peu nombreux il
est vrai, mais avec une présence rendue par la méme
plus significative. Ainsi, beaucoup ont éprouvé le besoin
de découvrir par eux-mémes ce que ceux-ci pouvaient
désormais désigner, avec I'espoir incertain de redonner
vie a des bouts de mémoire arrachés au temps ou
consignés dans des témoignages, dans ce mélange de
curiosité et d’admiration qui fonde I'amour porté aux
hommes et aux choses.

Nous savons aujourd’hui qu’en ces lieux appelés
Van, Mouch, Kharpert ou Dikranaguerd, d'autres bouts de
mémoire, arrachés au temps, ont survécu par des
filiations ténues ou ambigués ; que notre déchiffrage
d’une géographie cryptée se double de plus en plus de
celui de vécus additionnés, de sentiments comprimés,
d'identités altérées ou mouvantes, portés par des
hommes qu’on ne s’attendait guére a devoir interroger
hier encore. Et si nous allons vers des lieux parfois
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Recai Altay, montre des inscriptions en arménien dans I'église paroissale de Tchénkouch. |l est passionné par I'histoire

arménienne de son village et repertorie chague information concernant des vestiges.

réduits a des noms, ou a la rencontre de pierres qui
furent des monuments, n’est-il pas aussi important d‘aller
vers ceux, dans la Turquie d’aujourd’hui, qui, comme
nous, sont issus d’'une méme réalité promise a la
destruction, d’'une méme histoire, et auxquels nous
sentons bien qu'il faut faire une place dans une vision
nouvelle qui reste a construire ?

C'était a Kharpert et Dikranaguerd : ceux que nous
rencontrons nous apparaissent étonnamment proches. Une
sorte d'intimité nous réunit d'emblée, en des moments ou
seul compte ce qui peut nous rapprocher ; ol — nous en
prenons conscience — s’‘estompent par magie toutes ces
circonstances qui nous ont rendus différents. Non
seulement nous découvrons qu'a notre attente en
correspond une autre, tout aussi légitime, mais,
inévitablement, nous sommes pris ensemble dans une
double quéte : celle d’'un passé et celle d’'un avenir
communs. Ensemble nous rendons visite a tel vestige ou
cherchons dans la communion avec la nature un rapport
que rien n‘aurait altéré. Nous parlons des grands-meres
arméniennes — elles sont si nombreuses! - ,
exceptionnellement d’un grand-pére. Dans le Dersim, au
milieu des ruines d'une fantastique église, nous nous
recueillons sur la tombe en ciment d’'une rescapée de 1915
sauvée par des Alévis : c’est le seul endroit ou ils avaient
jugé possible, quand elle est morte, de déposer son corps.
A Havav, village de l'aieule de Féthiyé Cetin dont les
fontaines arméniennes ont été restaurées a son initiative,
nous discutons déja avec les habitants des moyens de
nettoyer l'une d'elles, qui s'est en partie bouchée ; ou de

supprimer des aménagements que I'administration des
eaux et foréts a implantés a leur proximité et qui déparent
les lieux. La vie reprend. Presque.

C’est dans ces lieux que vient de se rendre le
photographe Christophe Petit-Tesson, qui avait
récemment accompagné dans la région de Qamichli, en
Syrie, les combattants chrétiens en lutte contre I'Etat
islamique. Il a fixé par I'image des monuments et des
hommes. Des hommes qui se disent Arméniens, ou qui
témoignent a leur maniére, comme ce Kurde de
Tchénkouch (Cunkiich) habitant dans une maison
arménienne, d'une histoire qu’on ne peut plus occulter. A
Dikranaguerd (Diyarbakir) il a vu Sourp Guiragos,
restaurée et rendue au culte en octobre 2011. Mais
Christophe Petit-Tesson a visité aussi, a Tchénkouch,
Sirahayiats Sourp Asdvadzadzin, qui a été au XVII€ siecle
le siege d'une célebre université monastique, et la grande
église Sourp Garabed, réédifiée dans les années 1850-
1860, des lieux que se partagent le silence et des
animaux en quéte d'abri. Guidé par Mustafa Balaban, il
s'est rendu de Kharpert (Harput/Elazig) a Sourp
Asdvadzadzin de Tadem, ol subsiste une antique
tétraconque (NdIr. plan en quatre-feuilles), enfin a Khoulé
(Chahinkaya), ou existe encore un cimetiére arménien.
C'est la que s'éleve I'église Sourp Kévork du monastéere
de Khouléi vank. En fait, ces deux monuments font partie
d’un groupe de quatre édifices de la région de Kharpert
gu’une fondation nouvellement constituée a Istanbul, en
contact avec I'Organisation Terre et Culture, envisage de
sauver. Un pas qui pourrait étre décisif.
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bpkgyhl Gwfk blwlbwi, $Enpg hrlvwlbwi, S.
bu S. Mbpt bu (bniphliw dwppw, b jhpwwnwly Skp
UpdkG Uirwg Phi). bolowlbwihp:

Bwlnp bt Uhwhphwn Skp Pwgwwnnipbwb, b jhow-
nwl Vwuphwd Skp pugwunnipbwlhp dGbwy 1903-

hG U.pwplhp:

Gphgnp Skp Twqupbwl, h jhpwwnwly Bnpnu Skp
Twqupbwbh, dGbw| 1914-hG Mwppbpny:

Rd. bu Shly. dwnuwpy bu U.pniu Ehpwdtbwi, p jh-
swwnwl LbinG Ehpwdtbwlh, 6Gwd 1908-hG Epg-
pnud b Gupo Mbwnhybwbh, 6Gwd 1908-hG Fww-

Gpy:

UnGpptwih 2wy WbyppnlGh Swpbglbpnt Jhne-

phtl, h jhpwwnwly 1915-h Zwylulwb 8bnwuwyw-
Gnipbwl 1.5 YhihnlG qnhbpniG:

Rd. bu Shy. Ubpo bi Shwlw UGwnnGbwi, h jhow-
nw1915-h Zwyjulwl 8bnwuwwlnipbwb 1.5
Uhpnl qnhbpniG:

Voyages Haig, h jhowwnwly 1915-h Zwjljulwb 8k-
nuuwwlnipbwb 1.5 fhhnG qnhbpnG:

Upkg, ®ppuwnplb, Ywphl, Fwphw b U pf Twp-
qupbw, p jhpwwnwl hpblg vbd hwypbpnil b
ULd fwypbpnil 8Bwlnp b Ywpgnihh Twpqup-
bwlp, 8ndhwlltu bt LEkw Mnipuwibwubh, Phe-
quln bu Quuk) Ujlinuuybubp, Bwlnp bu Bhyw
Mnjubibwlp, hGswku Gube ppblg dGnnug’ dwpny-
qku b Upwfuph Uylinuubwilbpn:

S. bu 8. LbunG bu UGh Zwupplibwl, h jhpwmunw]y
hwupplbwl plwwlpfp bé bybnlph Gwhwwnwl-
GbpnG:

S. bt S. Vvwqupkp bt dwpublhly Pwshlbwb, p
Jppwwnwl Uwdnikp bv Lhnphw Pwshlbwlh, Sw-
poiphil bu Ubquunihp Zwypuwwybnbwbh:

S. bt S. Zpwln bt Lnituphl Mwwjwbbwb, p jhow-
wnwl hpblg quiyhb Upw Mwywlibwbbbpnu:

Ywqqkl, LbGw Skp Fwintunbwb bt plunwbhf, p
Jppwuwnwly 1915-h Zwyjjulwl 8bnwuwywlntpbwb
1.5 Yh{hnl gnhbpnG:

S. bu S. UpunG br Vwpw| Zwupplbwul

Quikl bu Unpw Gkolifibwl, h jhpwwnwl Unpuyp
MEGohwlGbwlh, Ywpgnihh Vwpqupbwlh, Unt-
pkG bu Qupnihp YkolfibwGlbpnu:

S. b S. dwhk bu Fwpw Swlynpbwl, h jhownwly
1915-p Zuylulwl 8bnuwuwwlnipbwb 1.5 vhihnb
gqnhbpniG:

S. bu 8. bnpkl bu Uouk Shuhpbwl, p jhpwunnwly
1915-p Zuylulwl 8bnuwuwwlnipbwb 1.5 vhihnb
gqnhbpniG:

Mbwnpl, UnGphly dwpdybnbwlb, b jhpwnwl Skp-
wnkpbwl, Quqlwqbbwl bt dwpoybnbwb gqbp-
nuwuwnwllbpnt qnhbpnG:

Ubrw(, Gwlp b tnihl SoGwwybwnbwGbbp, ph jh-
quunw1915-h Zwjjuljwub 8bnwuwywlnipbwb 1.5
UhhnG gnhbpndG:

S. bt S. Uwlniy br BGGw nijuwbbwl, h jhow-
nwl Zujjulwb 8bnwuwwlnipbwb 1.5 Shihnb
gqnhbpniG:

S. b 8. Quikl bu dwpubkGhly Uwpghubwi, h jh-
swwnwl Uwpghubwl bt vwjywlnbwl gbppwu-
wnwllbpnt qnhbpniG:

Rd. b S. ®knpq Uwlniybwb, h jhpwwnwly 1915-p
Zuyulwl 8bnwuwwlnipbwb 1.5 ShihnG qnhb-

pnuG:

S. bu 8. ®knpg bu Upwfup OhwlbwG, h jhywwnwly
1915-p Zuylulwb 8bnuwuwwlnipbwb 1.5 Yhihnb
gqnhbpniG:

Lhih Vwpqupbwl bu plunwGhf, ppblg plunwbp-
fh GlhgbgbwGbpnil jhpwwmwlhl:

%knpq, Pwjwp, Anph b Vwpbl Fwjonbwb, h jh-
qwunwl Zwylulwl 8bnwuwwlnipbwb 1.5 Lhip-
nl qnhbpniG:

Upqup bt UnGw Uhpwfbwl, h jhpwwnwly 1915-h
Luyulwb 8bnwuwwlnipbwb 1.5 Shihnb qnhb-
npnu(:
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2086 Lawrence Ave East

Toronto ON. M1R 275

T:647.351.2015 E: crownpastries@hotmail.com
www.crownpastriesbaklava.com




GROUPE NISSAN THE FASTEST GROWING ' @l

GABRIEL AUTOMOTIVE BRAND IN CANADA 2 ;

Based on full-line brands, on a rolling 12-month,
year-over-year retail sales volume basis.

Innovation
that excites

2016
MURANO

Starting from

$29,998

7010, boul. Henri-Bourassa Est, Anjou, QC H1E 7K7
514 324-7777
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7050, rue Saint-Jacques, Montréal, QC H4B 1V8
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