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2012~ Ugqusgfs Fngniffp plinpacfdfn iakpls bl be ufumy g5
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the essence of
mediterranean gourmet

fine mediterranean prepared foods
always ready...
... even when you’re not
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don’t forget to pick-up any of our fine dips;
always fresh, always delicious.

1909 Lawrence Avenue East

416 755 5084 Scarborough, Ontario M1R 2Y6
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Newly Released Triple DVD Package

Live in Concerts in Damascus & Aleppo, Syria, 2009
The Package Includes a Songbook of 128 pages
A unique production to add to your collection

AVAILABLE NOW, visit us here:

www.hayasashop.com

QHAYASA AD11-19B
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TLC GLOBAL INC
2455 Guenette
St-Laurent, Quebec H4R 2E9

Tel.: (514) 337-0311
. 1-888-725-0311
www.tlcglobalinc.com Fax: (514) 337-9777

Offset and Digital Printing

e Graphic Design e Large Format Printing
* Brochures e Digital Cutting

e Pocket Folders e | ettering

e Stationary (Letterheads, envelopes) ¢ Exhibit booths

* Business Cards e Pop up Displays and
e Packaging Banner Stands

Fulfillment Services
GLOBAL's high-tech inventory and data management systems give us the ability to provide a wide range of fulfillment services -
all to meet the just-in-time demands of the marketplace:

e Order processing / receiving ¢ Inventory management e Warehousing / logistics ¢ International mailings
e Distribution / shipping *Promotional checks e Customer inquiries ¢ Rebate offers
* Mailing * Gift Cards e (Canada Post liaison services ® Coupon redemption

GLOBAL fulfills your commitments.
Data Management

Your business depends on accurate, up-to-the-minute information. But staying on top of all the information you need isn't easy.
That's why GLOBAL does data... with the deep-thinking technology and the knowledgeable staff to carry your information burden.
GLOBAL has the information management systems to create, maintain, update and process your data.

. Database maintenance

¢ Data entry  Database enhancements
e Letter carrier pre-sort e Data and list management
* Address verification and correction ~ ® U.S. sorts
: GLOBAL manages your Database.
Our fully automated mail shop production department does it all

Mailing Services

* Addressing / labelling: paper labels; continuous-form and pressure * Insertion (automated and manual)
sensitive labels; Cheshire labels; and ink-jet printing. * Polybagging
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AUTO GLASS N

Our SERVICE makes the difference!

® Free mobile service

® Windshield replacements
® Stone chip repairs CUSTOMER
® Tinted windows SERVICE
® Lifetime warranty against leaks
® Remote starter

® Car radio and alarm system

® Windshield vandalism claims billed directly
® We pay higher deductibles

\..J.'.'U... E QUOTE NOW!

.856.0580

8855, Henri-Bourassa West, St-Laurent, Qc H4S 1P7
vitretech.com
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Armenia’s Very First Case of Cultural Patrimony:
The Fate of the Zeyt'un Gospel in the case
against the J. Paul Getty

The past two decades have known groundbreaking
developments regarding restitution laws of art and cultural
property, which have enabled victims of past atrocities to lay
claim on “works of art stolen through simple theft, as well as
works taken by fraud or duress.”* Successful restitution cases
are especially notable in the past decade, where few but
nonetheless important works of art and cultural artifacts
have been returned to their rightful owners. In fact, in con-
sequence to forced returns of valuable artworks by key art
institutions such as museums and galleries, provenance stud-
ies have become an increasingly quintessential area of exper-
tise in the acquisition and collection process of the art world.
A recent lawsuit, filed against the Getty Museum, on June
1st, 2010, requested for the return of seven Holy illumi-
nated bible pages back to the Armenian church, along with
a $105 million compensation. The artifacts in question, the
Zeyt'un Gospel’s canon tables are claimed to have been sto-
len in the immediate aftermath of the Armenian Genocide.
Canon tables, according to Jane Vadnal’s medieval glossary,
are a table of concordance for two parallel texts of the Gos-
pels.?

The issue of the Armenian Genocide has been and is
to this day, a controversial topic in the international political
scene, especially since the current republic of Turkey fails to
recognize its past government’s crimes. For almost a century
now, citizens of the Republic of Armenia, as well as Arme-
nians in the Diaspora, have been facing denialist movements
that seek to negate the horrific events of 1915. While some
question the historicity of the events, a 1997 conference of
the International Association of Genocide Scholars, held in
Montreal, declared in its resolution that: “The mass murder
of Armenians in Turkey in 1915 [was] a case of genocide
which conform[ed] to the statutes of the United Nations
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide.
It further condemn[ed] the denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide by the Turkish government and its official and unofficial
agents and supporters.” Nevertheless, this declaration in no
way suspends the vehement political agendas; nor for that
matter, does it prevent the denialist propaganda, despite
the number of highly publicized hard facts.

The irony here is that while some 20 countries and 42
U.S. states have officially recognized the events as Geno-
cide, the federal government of the United States of
America has yet to support the Armenian cause. For the
U.S. to recognize a seemingly insignificant and almost cen-
tennial historical fact, it would namely involve a risk of losing
control in the region and important economic ties with the
Republic of Turkey. That said, on January 19, 2008, in the
midst of his presidential campaign, Senator Barack Obama,
declared that if elected president, he would recognize the
Armenian genocide as a historic event.* Meanwhile today, as
the Obama administration has yet to honor its pledge®, the
California state legislature enables descendants of atrocity

By Vana Nazarian

survivors - such as the Armenian genocide and the Jewish
Holocaust - to lay claim to their rightful properties.® On this
basis, the Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
of America - acting on behalf of its mother church, the
Lebanon-based Holy See of Cilicia - approached the Getty
Museum, in 2008, to negotiate an agreement for what it
claimed to be its rightful property.” Two years later, unable to
settle the dispute over the fate of the Zeyt'un Gospel
pages, the plaintiff in question filed a lawsuit against the mu-
seum.® In fact, the complaint was filed based on five legal ac-
counts, as shown in the deposition: first, replevin where the
plaintiff has demanded the return but the defendant has re-
fused; secondly, conversion meaning the appropriation of
the pages to the Getty’s own use; thirdly, Damages under
California Penal Code 496, referring to the failure to check or
provide clear provenance; fourthly, Quiet title referring to an
entitlement to the object; and finally, Declaratory relief
which consists of entitlement and full right of ownership®.
Consequently, the Getty Museum’s first response to the law-
suit stated the following, in a press release:

"The Getty Museum legally acquired the Canon
Tables in 1994 from a private collector in the
United States after a thorough review of their
provenance. They have been repeatedly de-
scribed and reproduced in publications in English,
Armenian and French. Indeed, a notable Arme-
nian scholar who also was the primate of the Ar-
menian Church of America acknowledged key de-
tails about the Canon Tables’ provenance in a
1943 article, including the fact that they were
owned by an Armenian family in the United
States. The pages have been publicly exhibited
throughout the United States, including a well-
publicized 1994 exhibition of Armenian art and
culture at the Pierpont Morgan Library in New
York. [...] At no time in the ninety or so years
that the Canon Tables have been in the United
States has anyone questioned their ownership.”™°

There are, arguably many issues that emerge through
this lawsuit, one of them being the question of provenance.
The art of illuminated manuscripts has been present in Arme-
nian art as early as the 7th century, reaching its peak in the
12th century. Armenian miniature paintings are character-
ized by the presence of diverging stylistic variations that are
considered to be a reflection of the constant political turmoil
in the Caucasian region.!' Yet, gospel illuminations have
gained a distinctive place in Armenian culture, commonly as-
sociated to exceptionally sacred artifacts. In fact, the Getty
Museum’s online descriptive text of the pages elaborates on
this attribute, stating that: “In medieval Armenia, religious
books such as this one were believed to serve as heavenly
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intercessors for those involved with the book’s creation, pa-
tronage, or restoration; Gospel books are among the most
sumptuous of Armenian manuscripts.”*? During the reign of
the Armenian kingdom of Cilicia, (1080-1375), on the coasts
of the Mediterranean Sea, the religious capital of Hromklay,
(1250-1270), formed its own school of illumination. The
techniques used at this scriptorium remained faithful to the
earlier formulas with hieratic postures for the figurines, the
use of contrasting coloring inspired by Arabic calligraphy (i.e.
golden outlines on blue backgrounds), and a Byzantine ico-
nography.!3 According to leading Armenian art historian, Dr.
Levon Chookaszian, the work of 13th century miniaturists of
the scriptorium of Hromklay, consisted of a particularly fasci-
nating type of painting in Armenian miniature art. He further
notes that the work of T'oros Roslin is especially notable, as
he was the most prominent artist of this era. * The Zeyt'un
Gospel (1256), an illuminated manuscript from the
scriptorium of Hromklay, is one of the seven surviving works
of T'oros Roslin. The title attributed to this codex has re-
sulted through its subsequent dwelling in the Armenian
church of Zeyt'un, up to the period of the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915.

The Western Prelacy of the Armenian Church has re-
constructed the provenance of the seven pages, beginning
from their forced separation during the Armenian Genocide.
In 1915, the bible was handed to descendants of the
Sureniants Armenian royal family, Assadur Agha Surmeliantz.
In 1916, the family, safeguarding the Bible, was deported
along with the rest of the population to Suleymaniye, near
Konia. While deportees were loaded into trains to Aleppo,
the Sureniants family was spared; whence they made it to
Marash (Karamanmarash, Turkey). There, “relenting the ar-
dent requests of a friend, Dr. Der Ghazalian,”*> Assadur had
lent the bible to the doctor for a few days. It is at this point
that the Sureniants had been separated from the book, as
they were unexpectedly deported. The Bible then stayed
with the doctor in Marash, where the latter possessor re-
mained, working in the German Hospital. During the French
invasion of Cilicia, the doctor joined the French Army and re-
treated with them. Meanwhile, his sisters managed to de-
liver the Bible to American missionaries in Marash. In 1918,
some surviving Armenians returned under the protection of
French forces, yet, as soon as the French had left, the Ar-
menian people were immediately evacuated and the
whereabouts of the book were unknown. It was only in

1928 that a certain Dr. Lyman sent word from Marash to the
“Zeyt'un Compatriotic Union” in Aleppo, that he was in pos-
session of the Bible. At that time, Turkish law had been
strict with objects of historical value leaving the country, so
Dr. Lyman requested for someone to come and pick it up.
However, he was told to pass the Bible to the Patriarchate
of the Armenian Church in Istanbul; which he eventually car-
ried out. In 1947, the book was sent to be authenticated
to Dr. Ghazalian, who had survived and made it to Aleppo.
When the Bible was validated and returned, 7 pages had
been missing. A year later, in 1948, the bible was sent to
Mashtots Matenadaran Museum and Institute of Scientific
Research of ancient Manuscripts, in Armenia. To this day, the
manuscript has been safely stored in the museum devoted
to the study and conservation of this artifact and others
alike.

From the defendant’s perspective, the Getty museum
has arguably acknowledged the provenance of the seven ar-
tifacts as a cultural production by attributing the Armenian
origins of both artist and work. Regarding its provenance,
the museum claims that, "These canon tables were sepa-
rated from the manuscript at some point in the past and
eventually acquired by the Getty Museum, while the rest of
the manuscript is in a public collection in Armenia.”*¢ Here,
the vague language about the separation leads to the as-
sumption of their accidental circumstances, while additional
details about the current location of the rest of the manu-
script strengthens the assumption that the owner of the
book has sold or donated the pages to the Getty museum,
with his or her own consent.

While the identity of the thieves remains unknown,
the pages have mysteriously ended up in the hands of an
unidentified private collector, in the United States. It was
only in 1994 that the seven pages were publicly exposed for
the first time, during the Treasures in Heaven: Armenian Illu-
minated Manuscripts exhibition, at the Morgan Pierpont Li-
brary, in New York. The pages had then travelled to the
Walter Art Museum where a critic for the Baltimore Sun de-
scribed the pages as a “tour de force ... with their elaborate
trees, scrolls, cornucopias, columns, vases and pitchers, and
no fewer than 26 pairs of birds wearing brilliant plumage.”*”
Subsequently after the exhibition, the Getty Museum foun-
dation purchased them for less than a million dollars, as a
new addition to their Antiquities collection. While the Getty
claims that the canon tables have been published in the

menuglossary/canontable.htm. (Retrieved Nov. 14, 2011).

25,2011).

1 “Brian Katabeck and Joshua Najemy. “Recovering Stolen Art Years After the Fact” in Los Angeles Daily Journal, (October 5, 2010).
www.kbklawyers.com/news/ladj_stolenart.pdf. (Retrieved Nov. 14, 2011).
2 Jane Vadnal. “Canon Tables” in “Glossary of Medieval Art and Archivtecture.” pitt.edu. http://www.pitt.edu/~medart/

3 “The Armenian Genocide Resolution Unanimously Passed by the Association of Genocide Scholars of North America” in
zoryaninstitute.org. (June 13, 1997). http://www.zoryaninstitute.org/Genocide/genocide_docs_assoc_resolution.htm. (Retrieved on April

4 “Barack Obama on the Importance of US-Armenia Relations” armeniansforobama.com. (January 19, 2008.) http://
www.armeniansforobama.com/armenian_issues.php. (Retrieved Nov. 14, 2011).

5 “Recognize Armenian Genocide” “the Obameter” politifact.com. (March 5, 2010). http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/
promises/obameter/promise/511/recognize-armenian-genocide/. (Retrieved Nov. 14, 2011).

6 This law is also known as the California Civil Code of Procedures 354.4. Michael J. Bazyler. “The Post-Holocaust Restitution Era:
Holocaust Restitution as a Model for Addressing Other Historical Injustices.” working paper presented at Bar-llan University Faculty of
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past, it is interesting that the art institution failed to consult
the Matenadaran at the time of its purchase. The case of
the 7 pages is still pending its final verdict although it has be-
come a central topic in recent conferences about looted art
and restitution laws.!®

The value of these pages in question is a fascinating
subject in itself. Part of why these artifacts can cause amaze-
ment and awe to the eyes of an onlooker is its aesthetic
quality and value. From the Princely Cabinets of Curiosities of
the Renaissance period to the present-day universal muse-
ums, the Western civilized world has been drawn to the art
of displaying objects, to quench their voyeuristic thirst of
gazing at foreign cultures. Granted, it is in our nature to look
at things that supply our curious minds. Yet, that process of
contemplating the so-called ‘foreign’ becomes a curious ex-
perience in itself; simultaneously stimulating feelings of em-
powerment, awe, and fulfillment. Yet, one ought to wonder
about strategies of display in this power struggle between
the aesthetic object and the cultural one. Walter Benjamin
for instance, talks about the ‘aura of the work of art’, evok-
ing ideas of singularity and uniqueness as trademarks to the
original?®; an essential aspect of today’s tourist economy. Af-
ter all, why do so many people visit history and art muse-
ums? Why do antiquities fascinate us so much? Why do the
Mona Lisa, Michelangelo’s frescoes, the Parthenon friezes, or
Egyptian mummies and pyramids have this immense effect
on us viewers? I would say, partly because they attest to
the human genius and its heritage over centuries. But then,
who's heritage is it or as Kwame Anthony Appiah would say:
“Whose culture is it, anyway?”?® There ought to be made a
distinction between the aesthetic and cultural value. Does
one weigh more than the other? Who decides which value
is more significant? Who gives the artifact its true meaning
and value and what happens to this meaning when difficult
pasts are involved?

In our contemporary era, we are often exposed to
campaigns that denounce human injustice and fight the
harsh realities of genocide. In fact, the worst part of these
crimes against humanity is the aspect that tries to erase the
very existence of a minority group or community. As politics
play a huge role in the execution of such crimes, they also
affect the aftermath, the post-genocide era of these cultur-
ally dispossessed peoples. In this context however, beyond
the value that the Armenian people have imposed on the

manuscript, the question becomes the fact that these
people have survived a near erasure from history. It is note-
worthy that genocide is different from war, as it is con-
cerned with the elimination of a specific group of people.
So, in many ways, the return of such artifacts creates an
emotional bond between the object and its surviving inheri-
tors with a symbolic reminder of the past. That said, while
discussing the role of objects concerning communities who
have survived atrocities and their display in memorial muse-
ums, Paul Williams states that: “orchestrated violence aims
to destroy, and typically does so efficiently. The injured, dis-
possessed, and expelled are left object-poor.”?* Hence, de-
spite the 1.5 million lost lives, the largely destroyed cultural

BC438824. filed on June 01, 2010.

BC438824. filed on June 01, 2010. cover page.

artObjectDetails?artobj=5929. (last visited on November 20, 2011)
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2010). http://www.eurasianet.org/node/61307. (last visited April 23, 2011).

8 Bazyler, Michael J.; Mahdessian, Rita; Yeghiayan, Vartkes; Counsel of Yeghiayan Law Firm, P.C. “plaintiff deposition against the J.
Paul Getty Museum, The J. Paul Getty Trust” to The Superior Court for State of California County of Los Angeles. Case number:

9 Vartkes Yeghiayan, Rita Mahdessian, Michael J. Bazyler, Counsel of Yeghiayan Law Firm, P.C. “plaintiff deposition against the J.
Paul Getty Museum, The J. Paul Getty Trust” to The Superior Court for State of California County of Los Angeles. Case number:

10 “Statement from the J. Paul Getty Trust Regarding the Canon Tables” in “current press releases” in www.getty.edu. (June 2,
2010). http://www.getty.edu/news/press/canon_tables/canon_tables.html. (last visited April 23, 2011).

11 Mathews, Thomas F.; Sanjian, Avedis Krikor. “Chapter 4: The Development of Armenian Painting.” Armenian Gospel
Iconography: The Tradition of the Glajor Gospel. (Washington: Dumbarton Oaks), 1991.

12 “Canon Tables from the Zeyt’un Gospels” in “collection” in www.getty.edu . http://www.getty.edu/art/gettyguide/
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heritage, the lost personal properties, the ever-nostalgic
memories, what little bits and pieces survive can mean much
more than mere cultural heritage. Thus, the act of exhibit-
ing these seven pages that cause so much awe to a com-
mon onlooker gains a deeper meaning and heavier load.

Elazar Barkan explains that, “The heritage of every na-
tion is projected on its own priceless objects and sites. The
identity of these objects, even when separated from owner-
ship manifests the group’s history and tradition.”?> Appiah
continues on this thought, asserting that, “The connection
people feel to cultural objects that are symbolically theirs
[...] the connection to art through identity - is powerful. It
should be acknowledged.”? In the same direction, the
Western Prelacy’s spokesperson Levon Kirakosian reaffirms
these ideas by stating that, “This [lawsuit] is about our [Ar-
menian] people reclaiming their rights; what appeared in the
hands of outsiders, under unclear circumstances, should be
returned to the Armenian people, even years later."*

Nonetheless, some reacted in disagreement with the
above mentioned opinions, convinced that despite the sad
fate of these pages, associating them to the Armenian
Genocide is rather linked to a political agenda. According to
professor Heghnar Watenpaugh, “Politics are often at the
center of decisions on what to do about cultural heritage,
This is precisely why [...] organizations such as UNESCO,
have worked to depoliticize art of worldwide significance by
identifying cultural properties that testify to the achieve-
ments of humanity.”?

It is true that politics play a key role in all aspects of
this case (i.e. the recognition of the genocide, the restitu-
tion of goods) and for that, many will likely critique strategies
of restitution, attributing them to nationalistic initiatives. In
an article about the case, Marianna Grigoryan quotes a Turk-
ish affairs scholar declaring that the case is possibly pre-
sented to “promote Armenia’s argument that the 1915
slaughter of thousands of Armenians in Ottoman Turkey con-
stituted an act of genocide.”? Furthermore, in an open let-
ter published in the Asbarez newsletter, ElImira Adamian ex-
presses that, “The Getty Museum is free and attracts millions
of visitors every year from around the world, making the Ar-
menian Illuminated Manuscripts available to, and putting
them in the context of, a wider swath of human civilization.
[...] art, differently presented or abridged, can speak in
myriad contexts. [...] Ripped from its origins, it loses one set
of meanings to gain others.”?” In fact, she justifies her point

by explaining how works of art across the globe have been
separated and torn to pieces, landing in the hands of private
collectors and art institutions, only to be praised in new
ways, on new territories. Additionally, she critiques the very
initiative of the lawsuit claiming that; “under the pretense of
historical reparations, pride, and justice, it translates to a
symbolic nationalistic act.”®

In my opinion, the Getty museum’s statement about
the pages, as being “separated some time in the past,” is a
vague description regarding the provenance and may lead to
misinterpretation; if the aim is indeed to educate the unin-
formed public. If museums are “institutions devoted to the
acquisition, conservation, study, exhibition, and educational
interpretation of objects with scientific, historical, or artistic
value” shouldn’t they make sure to acknowledge the com-
plete history of the object, not to mention being respectful
towards the cultures and communities who share the heri-
tage of a praised artistic production? After all, it is that very
history that gives the object its true value. More so, that
provenance factor drives art institutions to praise objects as
part of their most precious possessions in their prestigious
collections. So, the main issue at stake is what to do with
the question of cultural heritage in the presence of difficult
pasts? How can one resolve grief and emotions that remain
unresolved, in the aftermath of mass atrocities? Can this as-
pect become a factor for the cultural artifact’s gain in value
and can it possibly be justified, to an audience that does not
attribute to this difficult past?

There ought to be made a distinction here, between
works of art and cultural artifacts. Although both types of
objects may have an equally aesthetic value, the meanings
attributed to them tend to diverge. Consequently, although
some medieval manuscript pages may be considered as abso-
lute works of art by museum curators, the pages essentially
remain religious artifacts for the respective community. In-
deed, the Zeyt’'un Gospel is one of the best examples, with
a belief of protective powers attributed to it. For instance,
an interesting passage in the deposition claims the following:
“for over 6 centuries, the Zeyt'un gospel was venerated by
the Armenian people of Zeyt'un - especially during times of
war. During the critical days of the Armenian Genocide, the
full Armenian church hierarchy in procession paraded the
Zeyt'un, in order to create a divine firewall of protection
around the city.”*°
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16 Idem.
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Our societies are better equipped and exposed in re-
cognizing human atrocities, publicizing these harsh realities
and addressing the past, in hopes of establishing better soci-
eties. Consequently, museums and other institutions alike of-
ten face situations that force them to address certain histori-
cal issues. For instance, many museums have adjusted their
curatorial approaches to respect the communities and their
difficult memories of the past. Obviously, the museum is not
a place to resolve long sought issues that tear through com-
munities, especially art museums which are more concerned
with conserving and studying art and artifacts. Yet, it leaves
one to wonder whether the very act of providing some
facts instead of full information about a displayed object can
be considered a political act in itself. In those politically
charged circumstances, museums like the J.P. Getty which
have such great exposure and a public with a wide variety
of backgrounds do not want to get involved in cross-cultural
issues. Taking a stance often results in politicizing its ap-
proach; something art institutions want and try to avoid. For
example, in a recent book, Shelley Ruth Butler discusses a
major controversy, occurred in 1989-90, at the Royal Ontario
Museum, in Toronto, regarding the “Into the heart of Africa”
exhibition.3! Starting out as a positive initiative to address is-
sues of representation, racism and power, the exhibition
took a controversial turn to its worst. What is most interes-
ting about this case is how the museum entirely dissociated
itself from the curator, and rather distanced itself from any
accountabilities, in the attempt to save its reputation. Inevi-
tably and for very understandable reasons, in the process of
displaying history, museums appear to remain neutral and
thus, please a maximum amount of audiences. The down-
side of this neutrality is often insulting to the communities
and cultures who have suffered atrocities and who continue
to have their harsh memories questioned and denied.

The Getty museum’s misleading provenance descrip-
tion is one aspect of this case that makes one wonder
about the legitimacy of the artifacts. A second factor that
creates doubt is the phenomena of a number of cases, dur-
ing the last ten years, where cultural artifacts have been re-
turned to their rightful heirs. In fact, an overview of the J.
Paul Getty Museum’s legal history, attests to the involve-
ment of the institution in seven major restitution cases. In
1999, the Getty museum returned 3 antiquities to Italy after
they were determined stolen;3? in 2006, it was obliged to
return 2 of 4 Greek antiquities to Greece* and 26 pieces to

Italy;3* in 2007, the museum returned the remaining 2 antig-
uities to Greece and 40 artifacts to Italy;> in 2010, it re-
turned an antique Aphrodite statue to Italy;3¢ and most re-
cently, on March 28, 2011, it returned a Nazi looted 17th c.
Dutch painting to the work’s Jewish heirs (i.e. Von Saher
case).” Most of these previous cases, except for one, the
Von Saher case, were concerned with the return of antiqui-
ties. The latest return however, falls directly under the same
law that the Gospel pages lawsuit has been filed. One of
the panellists at a recent conference on art restitution and
law, Michael Bazyler, a law professor at Chapman University
School of Law, explained that the rise in Armenian cases fol-
lows the model of Holocaust restitution claims.3® However,
unlike the Von Saher case, the canon tables are neither
solely works of art, nor do they belong to an individual heir.
Given their sacred attributes, let alone the active involve-
ment in the tragic history of its people, the pages can be
considered as legitimate cultural property; beyond being ex-
clusive features attesting to nationalist purposes.

Yet, my intention in bringing forth these previous le-
gal cases is certainly not to vilify the museum or to question
the legitimacy of the institution. Instead, I would like to di-
rect this argument toward a greater issue; one which in-
volves the art institution’s role within the black market. The
Getty’s antiquities collection brings to mind a notorious legal
case; that of a former antiquities curator at the museum,
Mrs. Marion True, and her five year legal battle against the
Italian Ministry of Culture.?® The curator’s primary job at the
Getty museum consisted of constructing the museum’s an-
tiques collection from 1986 to 2005. According to a report
by Kate Fitz Gibbon, this case was “unusual because it
involve[d] [an] actual criminal prosecution of a museum cura-
tor by a foreign country and an excruciatingly public airing of
a museum’s dirty laundry.”*® Furthermore, she notes that in
consequence to the mass media coverage on the controver-
sial case, American museums such as the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Fine Art, The Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, the
Princeton museum of Art, The Cleveland and Toledo Muse-
ums, and the Virginia Museum of Fine Art have all complied
to return antiquities to the Italian government.* Ironically,
much like the Royal Ontario Museum, the Getty distanced it-
self from the former curator in the aim of saving its reputa-
tion. In reaction to these events, Mrs. True presented a
public letter, addressed to three Getty officials, “accus[ing]
the Getty's trust of having left her to ‘carry the burden’ of
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the institution’s collecting practices, even though her superi-
ors at the museum and the trust had ‘approved all of the ac-
quisitions made during [her] tenure’.”# In other words, even
though Marion True has been condemned for her practices
in dealing with illicit acquisitions, one ought to be reminded
that the former curator was indeed operating under an im-
portant institution.

The restitution of cultural artifacts has been such a
publicized subject, partly due to the special interest art insti-
tutions and collectors have assigned to them. Zahi Hawass,
the head of Egypt’s Supreme Council of Antiquities, vehe-
mently declared that "museums are the main source for buy-

ing stolen artifacts. If museums stopped [...] the theft
[would] be less.” The drive to collect seems to be compel-
ling museums to reach unstoppable destinations that are
not necessarily approved by contemporary laws on cultural
property. According to the Getty archives, the museum’s
medieval manuscript collection started in 1983, with the pur-
chase of 144 manuscripts from the Aachen based, Ludwig
collection. From that period on, the museum has “embarked
on one of the most ambitious programs of manuscript exhibi-
tions in the world;” under the supervision of four leading cu-
rators. According to the museum, the growing collection of
medieval manuscripts, aims at presenting audiences with a
retrospective view of art in the Middle Ages.* That said, is it
possible that similarly to the antiquities department, the am-
bitious collection process of the medieval manuscripts has
followed on the same path? For argument’s sake, I would
like to note that most of the antiquities returned to Greece
and Italy had been purchased in the early 1990’s, much like
the Zeyt'un gospel’s canon pages, that were acquired in
1994. Interestingly enough, H. P. Kraus, the builder of the
Ludwig collection, who had gathered a variety of rare manu-
scripts, left Germany for New York, some time after the
1983 acquisition of the 144 manuscripts by the Getty, help-
ing build the Pierpont Morgan Library’s collection.* Ironically,
in 1994, the seven pages had publicly resurfaced for the
first time, in an exhibition at the same library in New York,
where Kraus had been working. It is interesting to wonder
about how H.P. Kraus acquired all of those manuscripts and
how the Zeyt'un Gospel’s seven missing pages ended up at
the precise location where he worked. However, what
seems to be in the Getty’'s interest is the special attention
paid to manuscripts that are of high quality and of rare previ-
ous exposure; which would only suggest that it would have
taken extraordinary means to acquire them.

As 1 speak of ownership and restitution, I cannot help
but wonder about further issues that emerge with these
two notions. Precisely, the issue at stake here, is not a mat-
ter of who gets to keep the seven pages as much as the
concern to gain full recognition and entitlement to its prop-
erty. Prof. Watenpaugh declares that: "more entities have a
stake in this fight than just the Getty and the Armenian
Church; [yet] some obvious parties have remained silent.”¢
Intriguingly, neither the Republic of Armenia, nor the Repub-

BC438824. filed on June 01, 2010. p. 4.
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lic of Turkey have commented on this case. On one hand,
the Mashtots Matenadaran ancient manuscript collection,
part of UNESCO’s Memory of the World register, houses
the Zeyt'un Gospels, along with a collection of 17,000 manu-
scripts. The study of the manuscripts is largely conducted
by scholars in the Art History Department of the Yerevan
State University, which is also the UNESCO Chair of Armenian
Art History. Ironically, this chair has been supported by the
Getty Art History Information Program which has donated
the art software and literature.*® Could this unusual silence
be a case of institutional politics at play? On the other hand,
couldn’t the Republic of Turkey claim the pages as cultural
heritage, as the initial home of the pages were situated on
its territory? Turkey, unlike Armenia, has had a long history in
reclaiming its patrimony yet according to Watenpaugh, “in
general, [...] Armenian monuments in Turkey have been al-
lowed to decay; scholars have documented hundreds of ne-
glected sites.”® Certainly, Turkey’s sudden interest in its Ar-
menian heritage, especially regarding an important case such
as this one, could potentially jeopardize the denialist anti-Ar-
menian lobbyist agendas. In turn, this could be a controversy
that would risk stirring up the Armenian genocide discourse
and its related issues of restitution and reparations; a situa-
tion that no one in that position wants to risk.

Yet, if the issue is the return, then the question to
be asked would be: where should the pages go?
Watenpaugh suggests a scenario where the Armenian
Church and the Getty would co-operate in “creat[ing] an in-
novative space where the pages can recover some of their
spiritual function, while remaining available for the study and
enjoyment of the largest possible humber of museum visi-
tors and scholars. [...] The Armenian Church could have
some control over these pages whose continuing separation

from the rest of the Zeyt'un Bible mirrors the dispossession
and dispersal of the Armenians themselves.”® It is notewor-
thy that Watenpaugh was a 2004-2005 postdoctoral J. Paul
Getty fellow®! which would explain her particular positioning
on the matter, as a kind of win-win situation. However, the
church hopes that the pages will reunite with the rest of
the volume, in Yerevan. The aim consists of the possibility to
study the manuscript scholarly, in its original form. In that
case, considering the Getty Foundation is a sponsor of the
Matenadaran, it would have easier access and perhaps
higher chances for potential future loans.

To conclude, it is important to recognize that the res-
titution of such works to their rightful owners is both a situ-
ation that affects the suffering parties. but that also brings
forth a number of issues related to it. When a surviving na-
tion is unable to mourn the loss of its dead, notions of
memory and identity become inextricably intertwined, while
the few cases of restitution serve to ease the much needed
closure. The case of the Zeyt'un Gospels’ canon tables re-
main unresolved. On November 4th, 2011, Los Angeles Su-
perior Court Judge, Abraham Khan, dismissed a motion to
discharge the case, placing it for Mediation where in the
case of failure, it would begin trial in the next four months.>?
While the fate of this case is uncertain, one thing is sure:
reputable art institutions should aim at reinforcing their poli-
cies on art acquisitions. Vartkes Yeghiayan, an attorney for
the church, said that its legal team has identified at least 60
other Armenian manuscripts in American collections — at
Yale, Harvard and the Walters Art Museum in Baltimore,
among others — that may have been stolen. According to
him, future cases remain in the hands of the church and in
their decision to pursue charges.
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The Boundaries
of True Independence

In the circles of international
diplomacy, particularly among proponents of
the established “order”, there’s a constant
concern over territorial integrity and the
“inviolability” of boundaries; a concern most
vociferously expressed by those who find
the status quo - and the present iniquitous
distribution of the lands of this planet -
favorable to their “national” interests.

I put “national” in quotation marks,
because more often than not, those
interests prefer to ignore the legitimacy of
historically national and cultural realities
which, unfortunately, on today’s colorful
maps and globes, seldom coincide with
transnational political and economic
interests, oblivious to concepts of ethnicity,
diversity of civilizations and cultures. Black
Africa, Kurdistan and Armenia are but three
obvious examples of this fact. In terms of
semantics, by “relieving” the term “nation”
from its traditional ethnic and cultural
“burden”, the heirs to yesterday’s imperial
and colonial interests have managed to
replace culture-based national rights with the
power of eminent domain granted to
sovereign states over arbitrarily delineated
“national” territories that they occupy by
virtue of treaties of convenience and
agreements of mutual accommodation
“legitimized” by force of arms.

Having lost its independence,
conquered, colonized, and decimated by
various imperial powers over the past six
centuries, as a historically distinct cultural
and national entity on the threshold of a new
era, Armenia is gradually regaining its
independence through the de jure
recognition of its sovereignty over a small
portion of its historical territories and the
armed resistance and struggle in Artsakh,
that has so far resulted in a tacit - and as
yet tenuous - de facto acceptance of the
reality of the Republic of Mountainous
Karabagh. The struggle is far from over. As a
matter of fact, by putting the Sevres Treaty
and Wilsonian Armenia on the political back
burner over the last few years, Armenians
have embarked on a clear diplomatic retreat
from the entrenched commitment of the
1970’s and '80’s to a viable Armenian
National State, within boundaries that could
make true independence plausible.

On May 28, 1918, barely surviving a
particularly barbaric attempt of genocide and
imminent annihilation by mounting a heroic

last ditch stand against the superior military
might of a determined and merciless enemy,
jostled by world events totally beyond its
control, the Armenian people, through its
leadership of the day convening in the
capital city of a neighboring state, declared
independence, claiming sovereignty over
“Armenian-inhabited provinces” of the
region. Basically, the Armenians were
declaring national sovereignty relying on
their long history of continuous presence
geographically and culturally linked with a
region that throughout recorded history has
been recognized by the civilized world as the
Armenian Plateau. The modern day
resurgence of Armenia is not the emergence
of a new “nation” -as modern Western
historiography would have it - but the
liberation and re-emergence of an ancient
and singularly unique nation with deep roots
in the political and cultural history of the
human race. A nation with a firm and long-
established identity, that is regaining its
recognition and sovereignty over a small
parcel of its ancestral patrimony as a
modern day nation-state, trying to re-unite
its decimated and scattered people within
reasonable boundaries, as yet compromised
and undetermined due to centuries of
colonialist encroachments and misrule
punctuated by periodic attempts of
genocidal bloodletting and deportation.
These were the dire conditions that
dictated the careful tone and precise
wording of the 1918 declaration of
independence. The handful of soldiers,
intellectuals and statesmen who - as
members of government were saddled with
the impossible task of bringing order to a
hopelessly chaotic situation - were aware of
the historic significance of their duties; they
had neither the time nor the inclination for
partisan politics or messianic ego trips. They
realized that the emerging Republic was
more, much more than an amalgam of
parliament, ministries and departments, a
mere creature of international treaties,
politics and diplomacy. These much criticized,
and often maligned, champions and pioneers
of Armenian self rule and freedom sensed
the importance of the infant Republic’s
function not only as an independent state,
but as a beacon of unity and common
purpose and parenthood, projecting it as
yet only glimmering light to every corner of
the earth where scattered Armenian

By Tatul Sonentz-Papazian

communities were thirsting for a gleam of
hope, a chance to become part of a
renascent national entity, to share in its
struggle for survival and growth, to help it
grow and reach the boundaries of true
independence.

Eighty-two years later, in spite of the
enormous advantages of international
recognition and full membership in the United
Nations Organization, the present
government of the Third Armenian Republic,
determined at all costs to remain at the
helm, in all appearances, has lost its
bearings in the absence of a truly national
domestic and foreign policy course, reacting
in unpredictable moves to whatever current
it encounters on a thus far unknown
destination. The present leadership has
drifted so far away from the harbors of
basic Armenian national interests that the
guiding light of the historic May 28, 1919
beacon of national unity, the proclamation of
United Armenia, no longer reaches it. In
addition to this tragic reality, Armenia’s ship
of state, due to mismanagement and social
neglect, seems to be headed uncharted into
a severe storm in the dark and threatening
waters of regional conflicts and geo-political
confrontations.

It seems as though the long years of
past oppression and present self abuse
have resulted in paralyzing complexes
inhibiting our national will and sense of
direction and purpose. The almost
continuous attacks on our nation’s physical
and spiritual makeup by foreign powers
striving for hegemony on the Armenian
Plateau, seem to have robbed us of the
ability to maintain a vision of a very real and
viable presence deeply rooted in the past,
holding its own in the present and looking at
the future with faith, hope and a
commitment to a free and independent
existence as a nation deserving of the same
rights as other nations of this world.

Deprived of that vision, and craving
for personal freedom, thousands upon
thousands, abandoned - and continue to
abandon - their patrimony seeking the
illusive dignity of a “free” existence on
foreign shores, rendering the homeland
even more vulnerable to foreign
demographic and political aggression.
Needless to say, this separation from their
roots has robbed these emigrants of the
dignity of their true identity inherited from a
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culture that took shape over millenia, as
natural and real as the lofty mountains that
witnessed and nurtured its birth and
progress over countless centuries of
struggle and achievement. The progeny of
these uprooted multitudes face the
consequences of the inevitable crisis of
identity in a world more and more conscious
of the diversity of competing civilizations, of
ethnic roots and cultural and religious
belonging.

One of the phenomena of this sad
state of affairs, is the behavioral pattern
prompted by the “millet” syndrome, common
to most people who for long periods of time
find themselves deprived of political power
as a collective. A deep-rooted feeling of
almost total dependency on foreign powers
for guidance and governance, accompanied
by feelings of contempt for indigenous
political leadership. “Cultural autonomy”
seems to be the limit beyond which the
members of a “millet” are seldom willing to
venture. We don't need to go into detail,
since examples of this type of behavior on
the part of individuals as well as organized
groups are plentiful, from any corner of the
diaspora to -alas - Armenia itself. If this type
of thinking had prevailed, it is safe to say,
that the Republic of Mountainous Karabagh,
Armenian Artsakh, would have remained
only an impossible dream.

The venal crusade against the
traditional Armenian political parties and
their leadership that marked the process of
the transition to independence from a
discredited and bankrupt Soviet system, is
but another facet of the “millet” syndrome,
that prevents its Armenian victims from
believing, that the Armenian nation, like
most modern nations adhering to the
concept of a free and democratic society,
can - and should - have its own political
parties with a diversity of opposing views on
social and political issues, if a closed society
with an oppressive government is to be
avoided. Riddled with feelings of inferiority
and political impotence, the members of a
“millet”, whose leaders have often managed
to secure a prosperous existence for
themselves catering to the values and
interests of their foreign mentors, cannot
bring themselves to believe that Armenians,
as most civilized people, can argue without
hating, can compete without cheating, can
criticize and castigate the overt and covert
policies of their government without the fear
of being unjustly labeled as traitors by
members of an establishment who, time and
again, have put personal gain above
national interests. The kind of faith and
confidence in their people, that is needed to
grasp the true meaning of a free and
intellectually pluralistic society, seems to be
totally out of their reach.

As a consequence, the moral and
physical foundations of our newly

emancipated nation have become shaky. In
these critical times, the various constituents
of the Armenian people were expected to
mount a solid, united stand against the
onslaught of enemy interests. Instead, we
are witnessing the reappearance of old
antagonisms based on geographic,
denominational, cultural and ideological
intolerance against which the best minds of
our 19th and 20th century national
reawakening had so diligently fought,
struggling to promote the concept of a
nation secure in its identity, rich and strong
in its diversity, unafraid of dissent. They
almost succeeded, when out of chaos and
misery, they laid the foundations of a
homeland, the boundaries of which were to
be determined, above all, by the spiritual
and physical resources of a nation struggling
for total emancipation and integration.
Contrary to the views of those who
constantly trumpet their oddly simplistic
versions of “unity”, the danger does not lie

in the clash of ideas, or in the diversity that
over the centuries has been the hallmark of
our nation - as it is in the case of most great
nations - but in the tendentious and
destructive trend of presenting that
diversity as a danger and using it as a
political weapon to intimidate and control a
nation in the throes of a desperate, yet
heroic, struggle against seemingly
insurmountable odds.

We should bear in mind, that the basic
guarantee of our true independence within
secure boundaries stems not merely from
international treaties and agreements that
are acceptable to one and all, but first and
foremost, from our own self-image as a
nation, deeply rooted in history and forever
tied to the reality of our patrimony. Without
that confident self assessment, without
shedding the confining limitations of a “millet”
mindset, our nation will never reach the
secure boundaries of true independence.
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Book Review: Mercenaries, Extremists, and Islamist
Fighters in Karabagh War

Mercenaries, Extremists,
and Islamist Fighters in
Karabagh War

By Hayk Demoyan

A first-ever study on the role of
mercenaries and other foreign
terrorist forces employed by
Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-Karabagh
war of 1992-94 has been released,
entitled Mercenaries, Extremists and
Islamist Fighters in Nagorno Karabagh
war. The author is a well-known
scholar, Dr. Hayk Demoyan, the
director of the Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute in Yerevan. The
issue has been the subject of several
op-ed pieces and newspaper articles,
but rarely have any efforts been put
together to examine the topic from a
scientific perspective. Mercenaries is a
must-read for those who wish to
study the history of the Karabagh war
of the early 1990's.

The book includes well-
grounded facts that go far in
explaining how terrorist structures
emerged and developed in the
Caucasus region. As the author notes,
“the struggle of Karabagh Armenians
for self-determination and self-
preservation [was] a fight not only
against regular Azeri troops...but also
against...foreign mercenaries and

extremists  recruited by the
Azerbaijani authorities.”
Part 1 examines Turkey's

political, diplomatic, and military
support to Azerbaijan. In the pre-1991
period, Turkey saw itself as a
bystander, since the developments
were perceived as being a domestic
issue for the Soviet Union. However,
following the anti-Armenian pogroms
of Baku (1990) and the presence of
Soviet troops in Azerbaijan, Turkic
solidarity became increasingly evident
and Turkey began to supply

Chechen rebel leader Shanil Basayev
was said to be one of the last fighters
to leave Shushi in 1992. Basayev later
said during his career, he and his
battalion had only lost once, and that
defeat came in Karabakh, in fighting
against the "Dashnak battalion".

armaments, logistics, and other
military support to its newly
discovered ally. The Soviet leadership
was quite critical about that, and the
TASS agency reported on Jan. 24,
1990 that Turkey should “refrain from
sending military equipment” to the
landlocked Azerbaijani exclave of
Nakhichevan.

Partly by ignoring this, even
before the official formation of Azeri
Armed Forces, until early 1992,
Turkey organized two secret air
flights to deliver arms supplies to its
ally, which was already in a state of
war—first internally in a fight against
the Karabagh people, and then when
it attacked the sovereign territory of
the newly independent Armenia. As a

By Hovhannes Nikoghosyan

matter of cautious policy, Turkey
provided the Azeris mainly with
Soviet-made arms and weapons
systems that they possessed in large
amounts—in an effort not to anger its
NATO allies. Physical support from
Turkey also played a key role;
beginning in 1992, nearly 150 high-
ranking Turkish Army officers,
including 10 army generals (mostly
retired), took part in military
operations. In another instance, the
neo-fascist Turkish organization “Grey
Wolves” enjoyed legal status in
Azerbaijan and had nearly 15,000
members, all of them involved in the
army, police, and paramilitary units.

Turkey also planned at least
twice (1992 and 1993) an incursion
into Armenian territory. Apart from
the well-known remark by Russian
General Yevgeniy Shaposhnikov in
1992, there is another story
uncovered in the book: “According to
information from French intelligence
sources, which the U.S. ambassador
in Armenia later confirmed, there
was an agreement between the then-
speaker of the Russian Parliament
Ruslan Khasbulatov and Turkish Prime
Minister Tansu Ciller that in case of
the success of the anti-Yeltsin faction
in Russia’s parliamentary struggle,
Khasbulatov would allow Turkey to
execute small-scale incursions into
Armenia.”

During the Karabagh War, the
territory of the unrecognized Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus was also
used to recruit foreign mercenaries
and military instructors. With the
initiative and support of a British peer,
Lord Erskine of Rerrick, and Turkish
businessman Mustafa Mutlu, British
and Turkish mercenaries and arms
were to be sent to Azerbaijan. The
latter was reported to be ready to pay
150 million pounds annually, mainly in
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the form of oil. The British peer later
confirmed that a British registered
company, Summit (Consortium) Ltd.,
had arranged the deal.

The role of mercenaries,
extremist, and terrorist forces in
different  conflicts is rather
ambivalent; while the host country
either denies their presence or says
they are “foreign supporters,” the rest
of the world declares them outlawed.
The United Nations undertook
numerous attempts to condemn the
role of mercenaries in conflicts. Along
with the Additional Protocols to the
Geneva Conventions (1977), in 1989,
the United Nations General Assembly
completed the International
Convention against the Recruitment,
Use, Financing, and Training of
Mercenaries. However, Azerbaijan,
Afghanistan, a number of other
African states, and those engaged in
conflicts in Yugoslavia ignored the
international law in force. A number
of facts and examples are illustrated
in the book to shed light on the use of
mercenaries in the Chechen, Afghan,
and Karabagh conflicts.

Part 2 tells about the actual role
of mercenaries in the Karabagh war.
Islamist groups and extremists found
fertile ground, as the author writes, in
Azerbaijan especially after Heydar
Aliyev came to power in 1993. He
started actively recruiting mercenaries
from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkey,
Chechnya, and elsewhere. The
Chechen leadership, also in the pursuit
of securing foreign allies, managed to
establish good relations with Azeri
president Abdulfaz Elcibey, cemented
with reciprocal visits between Baku
and Grozny of Elcibey and Chechen
rebel general Johar Dudayev. At first,
the Chechen leadership refused to
openly engage in the Karabagh
conflict, but agreed to provide
volunteer corps with negotiated
salaries, ranging between 600-1000
rubles per day. The first group of
fighters arrived in Azerbaijan headed
by well-known terrorist Shamil
Basayev, who was shortly after
pushed back by Karabagh forces. In
early June 1992, the total number of
Chechen mercenaries in the conflict
totaled 300 fighters.

Chechen mujaheddin

Further on, Demoyan argues
that Afghan mujahideen were the first
foreign forces employed in the
territories of the former Soviet
Union—ranging from the Tajik civil war
and Karabagh War. “Hattab, a
Jordanian Arab of Chechen origin who
was not so well known at that time,
was amongst the first to arrive in
Nagorno-Karabagh to fight against the
Karabagh Armenians. According to the
figures uncovered in the book, around
1,500-2,000 mujahideen forces were
fighting in Karabagh war, around 300
of them involved in regular military
actions on a permanent basis. Still,
the Azeri side, which had even hired
interpreters  for  their  better
involvement, was unsatisfied since the
mujahideen soon became too
demanding. In the words of Lt-Col. D.
Lyatifov, ‘it seem[ed] that they came
here to receive treatment rather than
to fight.”

Perhaps the most extraordinary
claim brought forward by Demoyan is
the one proving that “Azeri and other
Islamist radical-extremist
organizations operating in Azerbaijan
were in direct contact with Osama bin
Laden’s al-Qaeda from the 1990s
onwards.” Even before the

September 11th attacks, the
American media had touched upon a
possible “Azerbaijani connection” to
the terrorist attacks on the U.S.
Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in
August 1998. Just after those attacks,
as the author mentions, the FBI was
able to trace around 60 calls made by
a satellite phone used by bin Laden to
communicate with associates in Baku
and through them with partners
residing in Africa.

Summing up this ground-
breaking study, the author concludes
that the political elite of Azerbaijan
repeatedly tried to employ the factor
of ethnic and religious solidarity to
gain external support, in particular
from Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
and Chechnya. The recruitment of
foreign mercenaries and terrorists to
fight in Karabagh on the Azeri side
“was constant and extensive,” despite
the applicable international Ilaw
prohibiting the use of mercenaries.

This is the first ever scholarly
examination of the issue, which is to
be continued and enriched with
further contributions to better
understand the Karabagh conflict,
especially now that a second round of
the war is being propagated.
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A Day Filled with...
MORE!!

By Tamar Kabassakalian-Gosdanian

Endless possibilities, but many obstacles

More daylight, more time, more activities, more sa-
tisfaction. More frustrations but more enjoyment, more on
the go but more rest, more stress but more distress!!!
More, more, more!!!! This is how life in Armenia is spent!
You get more fulfillment and more things done even as
you juggle work, social and cultural life.

Living on my homeland as a diasporan demanded
many changes and flexibility on my part in order to adapt
to the lifestyle in Yerevan. Change also meant finally
breaking free from the materialistic and individualistic phe-
nomena that are fully present in North America. Here, in
Armenia, holidays and advertisements do not encroach
upon you.

What is it that makes us feel as though there are
more hours in a day? Is it the distances? The daylight?
The activities? The people? After living in Armenia for over
6 months, I can truly say that I get more things done. As a
working mother, I am able to go out during weeknights
and enjoy a play, a concert or a cup of coffee with a friend
or two. That seemed impossible back home. But why is
the balance between work and social life feasible here? Is
it the weather or the dominating mentality that life needs
to be enjoyed? Perhaps the fact that the Opera house, the
theatres and the cafes packed with local Armenians (yes,
even during the winter months) instill a joie de vivre. 1t
has always been part of the lifestyle of any Armenian to
watch performances and enjoy shows on a regular basis.

Obviously, living in the city center makes things
easier. Everything and every place is accessible. It is also

The journey is quite interesting,
but where does the road lead?

the healthier way to live since you are on foot most of the
time. This somehow quickens everything. You are not
caught in traffic, you do not need to look for parking, and
you can take many shortcuts that are impossible with a
car.

Research findings state that people want more hours
in a day. Many try to come up with alternatives. This one
movement that uses "A New Clock for a New Age” as their
slogan is convinced that a 28 hour day is the best,
whereby the 7 day week changes to a 6 day week. They
are convinced that with the artificial lighting of our days it
is possible and advantageous to lengthen our day. They
say that the 24 hour day was meant for the hunting and
gathering days where mankind relied solely on sunlight.
They claim that people should break free and lengthen a
day to 28 hours. Other writers, such as Emilie Barnes,
come up with ways to help people manage their time bet-
ter and cram more in a 24 hour day. Barnes’ book entitled
More Hours in My Day: Proven Ways to Organize Your
Home, Your Family, and Yourself, is one of many
bestsellers that people get their hands on to be able to fit
in extra minutes into a busy day and cope with the insuffi-
cient number of hours within a day..

Here in Armenia, we do not need to follow those re-
searches. Nor do we need to come up with any movement
that requires those changes. Here is an example to illus-
trate my point. On a given Sunday, we were invited to a
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birthday party at noon. We managed to wake up late, had
a comfortable breakfast, bought the gift, wrapped it, and
went to the party which was at the zoo (about 8km away).
After the party, we joined two other families to go to the
sirraharnerry ayki (lover’s park), which is a beautiful 10
acre park where many brides take pictures. It also has a
kid's playground with a bistro next to it. After the kids had
their full share of enjoyment, we all went to City Yerevan,
one of the big supermarket chains, to do our weekly gro-
cery shopping and lastly we headed home to have supper,
review homework and go to bed. None of these were
planned except for the birthday party. Things unfolded as
we went along and everything was done without scram-
bling. Now, can you do that elsewhere in the world?

On the other hand, however, service and logic are
lacking at times. For one car registration (here you must
register yourself to buy a car), it can easily take up to 6
hours! Yes, your whole day is gone. You must go to an un-
known building that houses more than 10 offices on each
floor, make your way through the rooms filled with ciga-
rette smoke, and ask around for the office that delivers
the services you need. You then must take your papers
from one office to the other, sign them, submit them to be
stamped, tip a few workers here and there to speed up
the process, and head home only to find out that some-
thing is still missing to fuel your frustrations further.

Illegalities? Unfairness? Liars? Hypocrites? Yes, to all.
But also, a helping hand at all times, an unfamiliar but aid-
ing neighbor, caring people, a resourceful network and
most of all, astonishing and talented personalities abound!

This is not an individualistic society. Therefore, a
sense of safety develops amongst the people. True, locals
do complain and will complain due to hardship, but they
do not hibernate for 10 out of 12 months. They complain
collectively and seek solutions. But most definitely they en-
joy the togetherness. They turn friendship into family.
They develop a cooperative and communal lifestyle that is
enviable.

Life in Armenia offers more inspiration and more
creativity. But are you ready for the frustrations??? Are
you ready to be stopped for no reason while driving? Even
through difficult times and strenuous living conditions, Ar-
menians have developed street-smarts and many are well
educated. However, at work, misuse of logic, laziness, un-
usual ways of thinking, different mentalities are just some
of the irritations and challenges that one must face on a
daily basis.

All this said, living in Armenia elevates you on a dif-
ferent level by adding layers (thick layers!) to your life.
Come and try it... you will see. You will be inspired. But
can you handle the frustrations and the daily challenges?
Can you balance it in order to live a sane life? Can you
see that the positive aspects of this country can outdo the
rest? Trust me, with all its ups and downs, it's all worth it.
Once you experience its splendor, you will glance at Mount
Ararat and pinch yourself to realize that you are in fact liv-
ing on YOUR LAND!

A hidden treasure

The light comes through

Explaining his hardship..
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Canadian Armenian Jazz Musician Continues
to Hit the Right Notes
An Interview with Levon Ishkhanian,

One of the Greatest Jazz Artists this Century Has Seen

Since our last interview with Levon Ishkhanian in 2003,
this talented musician has continued to surpass and go
beyond the norm. We recently caught up with the musician
for an update on what he’s been up to since then.

1.S.: More than eight years have gone by since your
last interview with us. How have these past five years
shaped your life? How has the transition to a fulltime
musician been?

L.I.: I made the transition to full time musician 16
years ago. It's been rewarding to do what you love to do
all day, everyday. There are so many different facets to
music that I keep very busy. Since the last interview over 8
years ago, I have performed locally and in tours (across
India, Europe, China, the Middle East and North America), in
over 100 commercial recordings, in movie/television
soundtracks, and in orchestras for Musical Theatre; I've
produced CDs - including 2 JUNO nominated projects,
created 2 groups with messages of peace and collaboration,
and ventured into music coordinating / orchestra
contracting. These facets have given me the gift of
working with some of the world’s best artist like A.R.
Rahman and at monumental events as the 2008 Beijing
Olympics. I wake up every morning ready to see what new
adventure music will bring me that day.

1.S.: How were you involved in the stage productions
of the Lion King, Wicked, South Pacific and Miss Saigon
across Canada? Can you tell me which ones you performed in
and which ones you were the musical contractor?

L.I.: I've been involved in musical theatre since
performing the Irish bouzouki in the World Premier of the
Lord of the Rings in Toronto 6 years ago. Since then, I
have performed lead guitar in several shows including the
Dora Award winning production of the Jersey Boys and most
recently in Twyla Tharp’s homage to Frank Sinatra - Come
Fly Away (which I was also involved in the inception &
creative process 3 years ago). On those 2 shows, I also did
double duty as the orchestra contractor, which involves
hiring of musicians, confirming rehearsal and performance
schedules, getting the music out to all the musicians in
advance and essentially ensuring that all the orchestral
needs of the show are met. Other shows that I contracted
include South Pacific, Miss Saigon, 9 to 5, and the Canadian
Tours of Lion King and Wicked (which had me coordinating
and scheduling over 200 musicians in major cities across
Canada).

By Tina Soulahian

1.S.: When did you receive your acknowledgment for
musical excellence and International Association of Jazz
Educator’s from the Governor General of Canada?

L.I.: In 1997, a mere 2 years after I moved to music
full-time, I was one of only 2 Canadian artists selected to
perform at an international event in Cannes, France and the
Governor General of Canada recognized this achievement
with a certificate of acknowledgement for musical
excellence. The following year, the International Association
of Jazz Educators asked me to perform at their conference
in New York, where they honoured me with the award for
“QOutstanding Service to Jazz Education” in recognition for
my jazz performance clinics that I delivered throughout
North America.

1.S.; When should your fans expect the release of
your upcoming LIVE CD? Can you provide us with a brief
description of what we can look forward to?

L.I.: It has been several years since the release of my
2 solo CDs, “after hours” and “travels” (which won Best Jazz
Fusion Album at the Armenian Jazz Awards in 2002). I
wanted to record another album for some time and kept
delaying this for other projects that came up. Finally, I
decided that a live recording would be the solution - it
would give me the chance to record my music for an album,
and at the same time give it the “live performance” element
which I love so much. So, I reached out to the Orbit
Room, who’s co-founder is Alex Lifeson of the group Rush,
for their intimate jazz club setting to play and record 4
Mondays in October. The timing could not have been
better - I had been working with Godin (the Canadian Guitar
manufacturer that provides me with all my guitars) to create
a “Levon” model guitar specific to my needs. This was a 3-
year-long endeavour that ended with the perfect
instrument both technically, esthetically and sound. I had an
etching that local artist Hagop Janbazian created for me and
the Armenian Coat of Arms based on the necklace that I
wear around my neck, designed by my friend Paul Jamjekian
inlayed in mother-of-pearl into the guitar by Mark Kett, who
does the inlays for the Metheny-Manzer guitars. My band
and I performed some familiar tunes from my CDs re-
orchestrated and arranged along with new tunes to packed
houses each night. There is a very special energy when a
performance is recorded in front of a live audience. Now
that I am listening to about 12 hours of recorded material to
choose tunes from - I am happy to say we captured that.
The new CD, which will be released early in 2012, will

g Loy fpp ffecucasnylile Ul UL <oftny e Yapag Yoot

108






ZNNhanu

transport listeners to the Orbit Room, where the energy
was high, the performances were heartfelt and the music
triggered all your emotions.

7.5.: Can you tell us about the Global Village Group? Is
the 4-piece band, your band? How did the orchestra come
about? How does it feel to lead/coordinate such a group,
during performances with the Canadian Tenors, Chantal
Kreviazuk and Justin Bieber?

T.S.: I am the founder and music coordinator of the
Global Village Group / Orchestra, which is made up of elite
players across Canada ranging from 4 piece band to a full
symphony orchestra, depending on the needs of the event.
I usually perform with the 4-piece band (Bass, Drums,
Keyboard and myself on Guitar) as I did for the Orbit Room
live performance / recording. Various ensembles of the
orchestra have been used to back up performances for
artists as Brian Wilson and the Canadian Tenors (including
their Gemini award winning TV Special "Season of Song”
with guests guests David Foster, Paul Anka, Charice, Jackie
Evancho and Justin Bieber), and most recently the full
Orchestra was used for Chantal Kreviazuk’'s Massey Hall
Performance and Canada’s Walk of Fame televised event.

1.5.. Can you tell us a little more about the Guitars for
Peace project? How did it come about? What are you
planning for your first project?

L.I.: Throughout my world travels and in working with

a wide cross section of musicians, I've always found that
music was a powerful tool for collaboration and tolerance.
No matter which country I was in, what language the
musicians spoke, or from which culture, somehow the music
transcended all barriers and we all became united. Guitars
For Peace is an effort to bring this unity on a global level.
The first project is currently underway with 4 guitar players
from various backgrounds (Myself, India, Iran and Africa).
Presently I am composing music for the group and I am
planning to record it early next year, with follow up
performances.

1.S.: What about World Sinfonia, how long has this
collective been in the works? When did you first come up
with the idea?

L.I.: The vision for World Sinfonia is to establish an
ongoing presence of Toronto’s musical diversity through it's
collective dynamic at home and on world stages, at cultural
meets and international events. With my 34 years of musical
experience in cross-cultural fusion of music, I've worked with
leading world musicians and hidden gems residing in Toronto
with diverse backgrounds. I want to bring this collective of
musicians with origins from Morocco, Iran, the Caribbean,
Cuba, Moldovia, Iceland, Middle East, India, Armenia...from
around the world all playing traditional instruments from their
respective cultures.

1.S.: How are your music clinics going so far? Are you
still teaching?

L.I.: I don't teach per say as I am not around to do it
on a regular basis. My efforts in music education is delivering
music clinics / workshops and participating in artists in
residence programs. What I do is a mixture of performance
and education with question and answer period at the end.
The content ranges from the technical aspects of playing

guitar and the equipment that I use, to real life practical
information on the music industry based on my experiences.
I try to squeeze in a clinic or workshop in my travels and
locally when my schedule allows. Last year, I was asked to
deliver a performance clinic at the world’s largest musical
instrument superstore - Cosmo Music - right in my
hometown of Richmond Hill, Ontario where I was presented
with an honour from the Mayor.

What I've started to get into is presenting young up-
and-coming artists to get their name out and give them
exposure to the business of music, and in organizing/
participating in benefit concerts to raise money for kids to
participate in and/or gain exposure to the arts. I grew up in
music - my father, Edouard, was the Music Director for all the
Middle Eastern stars (and he would often let me sit in on
rehearsals and sound checks), my uncle Joseph is the
founder of the Classical Guitar Program Beirut Conservatory
of Music in Lebanon and author of the first Guitar Method
Book in the Middle East that is still used today, and my
cousin Hovannes Darbinian, is the world leading scholar and
performer of the Armenian Tar. In fact, my very first
professional performance at the age of 13 was with Adiss! I
was fortunate to have music all around me while growing up
... I would love to give that gift to the community.

For the latest news on Levon Ishkhanian and his music,
please visit www.levonmusic.com/
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Pourquoi ’Arménie?

Cela m'a toujours impressionné et intrigué les gens
qui travaillent a I'étranger. Mais surtout les étrangers qui
travaillent et habitent a Erévan, en Arménie. Qu'est ce qui
les a menés ici? Pourquoi ont-ils choisi ce pays?
Comprennent-ils la langue, I'histoire? Apprécient-ils notre
culture? Se font-ils des amis? S'attachent-ils aux gens et
aux habitudes?

A ce sujet, j'ai eu l'occasion de rencontrer Martin
Becker, un homme trés intéressant qui a enrichi sa
carriere aux quatre coins du monde. Un Frangais (né a
Bordeaux) qui a vécu en France et en Algérie, ou il a fait
son Baccalauréat. Un instituteur francais, diplomé de
I"école normale dans les années 80.

D’une meére francaise et d'un pére allemand, il a
voyagé pendant toute sa vie, ayant un parcours fort
intéressant! Et, maintenant, depuis trois ans il travaille a
La Fondation Ecole Francaise d’Erévan.

1- Monsieur Becker, parlez-nous de votre expérience
antérieure, en France.

« Aprés avoir terminé |'école normale a 23 ans, j'ai
commencé a enseigner dans des écoles de la banlieue
jusqu’en 1986. Et de la, je suis parti a I'étranger pour la
premiére fois. A mon retour, j'ai travaillé dans des écoles
en banlieue de Bordeaux, en travaillant spécialement
aupres des enfants étrangers venus en France pour
étudier. »

2- Aviez-vous travaillé ailleurs qu’en France et en
Arménie?

« Tandis que mes parents ont toujours voyagé,
j'étais pris par le démon du voyage, j'avais attrapé ce
virus de partir a I'étranger.

Mon parcours débute en Mexique. Ensuite, j'ai eu un
contrat au Portugal, mais cette fois-ci, j'ai été avec ma
copine. Jai travaillé a I'’école Charles Le Pierre, a
Lisbonne, un grand Lycée Frangais.

Par la suite, j'ai eu une chance extraordinaire d‘aller
travailler en Afrique, sur les Iles du Cap-Vert, a Sao
Vicente, une ancienne colonie portugaise. J'ai été 2 ans
directeur du centre culturel en m’occupant de la
coopération culturelle. La, jai travaillé sur des projets
culturels, surtout en musique, d’ou j'ai fait la connaissance
de Cesaria Evora, lorsqu’elle n’était pas encore vedette;
et nous sommes devenus amis.

Par la suite, en 1990, avec ma copine, je suis
redevenu enseignant a l'école francaise, au Vietnam.
C’était une grande expérience, I'année de l'ouverture du
pays. Dong, il y avait des difficultés économiques. De plus,

Par Tamar Kabassakalian-Gosdanian

c'était un pays fermé envers les étrangers. Il n'y avait pas
le tourisme qu'il y a aujourd’hui.

Mon parcours a fait un détour en Syrie, a Damas, ol
j'ai vécu pendant 6 ans. La, tout a fait un autre monde, le
Proche Orient. A I'école francaise, j'ai rencontré des
Arméniens. Aprés avoir visité plusieurs villes, je passais
mes vacances a Kessab, un petit village formidable peuplé
d’Arméniens. Un endroit merveilleux, proche de la Mer
Méditerranée, dans les montagnes, ou j'étais recu comme
un roi par M. Yacoubian, le propriétaire d'un hotel. C'était
la grande féte a tous les jours, avec des plats syriens et
arméniens. C'était mon premier contact avec les
Arméniens.

Aprés cette belle expérience, j'ai di rentrer en
France. Pendant 9 ans, j'ai travaillé en tant qu’enseignant
et directeur dans une école a la campagne. Je me suis
spécialisé aux enfants étrangers, les « primo-arrivants »
qui ne connaissaient pas du tout le Francais. Par apreés,
j'ai enseigné pendant 6 ans dans les écoles de la banlieue,
en faisant sortir les enfants de la classe, pour les initier a
la langue frangaise. Les enfants provenaient de divers
pays: Maroc, Arménie, Cambodge, Algérie, Togo,
Cameron... »

3- Comment et pourquoi I'Arménie?

- « Donc aprés ces 9 ans en France jai voulu
repartir a I'étranger; mais cette fois ci de travailler comme
un Concepteur de projet culturel et non pas comme
enseignant. Mais j'ai repris le chemin de I'enseignement
en lisant I'annonce de l'ambassade qui cherchait un
directeur pédagogique a Erévan. Je venais de vivre une
rupture avec ma copine et j'avais besoin de retourner en
aventure a I'extérieur du pays. Donc, je suis arrivé seul en
Arménie, j'étais célibataire. Jai eu la chance de
rencontrer Maria, ma compagne, qui travaille au
conservatoire. Il faut dire que j'ai beaucoup travaillé pour
I'école, c’est c’était un projet trés lourd et assez
compliqué!

- Mais je suis trés content d'avoir découvert ce beau
pays qui me fascine. Les Arméniens, hospitaliers et
sympas, m’ont toujours intéressé. Ca me plait les petits
pays; c’est tellement plus enrichissant et les gens sont
accessibles. »

4- Comment décrivez-vous votre expérience de
travail en Arménie?

« L'adaptation n’est pas tres difficile si 'on sait rester
souple. Le plus compliqué dans le travail est I'absence de
régles. Les avantages que l'on y trouve sont évidents :
une grande liberté et une certaine douceur. Mais au
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quotidien, c'est dur de construire des bases solides,
comme le réclame une école, sur du sable. »

5- Par rapport & la Fondation Ecole Francaise a
Erévan :

- Comment se compose I'équipe de travail?

« Le personnel est composé de sept enseignants et
trois spécialistes en langue et en histoire arménienne. Il y
a 2 cuisiniéres, une personne qui veille a I'entretien de
I'école et qui est aussi infirmiére, et enfin un gardien.
C'est lui qui supervise les entrées et les sorties de chacun
et sert parfois d'homme a tout faire.

Le personnel enseignant francophone est recruté
localement. Ils sont formés dans les universités
arméniennes. Ce sont exclusivement des femmes...Pour
I’'Arménie, la formation initiale dans les écoles primaires
est I'affaire uniguement des femmes. Ce qui en dit long
sur les mentalités profondes. A termes, cette scolarisation
«féminine» posera probléme. On ne construit pas I'avenir
d’un pays en se reposant sur seulement la moitié de sa
population. Je n‘ai vu cela nulle part ailleurs! »

- Quel est le niveau des enseignants?

«Le niveau en frangais est plutét bon; mais la
formation pédagogique étant quasi inexistante, les
enseignants apprennent au fil de leurs expériences
terrains. Des stages ont été proposés aux enseignantes.
Elles font de gros efforts pour comprendre le systéme
francais ...ce qui na rien d’évident. »

- Comment sont les classes? Combien y en a-t-il?
« Il y a actuellement sept classes. Du cours
préparatoire a la quatriéme de collége. »

- Que font les éléves aprés le CM2 ou le CNED?

« Les éléves de CM2 peuvent continuer avec
I'enseignement a distance (CNED). Mais pour le collége, la
solution n’existe pas encore. »

- Y-a-t’ il de I'uniformité dans les classes?

« Seulement sur le plan de la nationalité et de la
langue. Les niveaux, eux, sont différents. Cela tient a la
clientéle de I'école : la mixité sociale est importante et
nous avons des enfants des classes trés aisées mais aussi
des enfants de familles modestes généralement boursiers
de la France. A l'image de la société arménienne, la
coexistence est parfois difficile. Quant a la classe
moyenne arménienne qui voudrait envoyer ses enfants
dans notre école, elle s’est tellement paupérisée que les
frais de scolarité de notre école, pourtant raisonnables,
sont rédhibitoires. »

- Avez-vous eu besoin de changer des méthodes de
travail?

«J'essaie le moins possible. Il a surtout fallu
m’adapter les deux premiéres années a gérer la pénurie
de matériel et le manque de supports en frangais : pas de
livre, pas de bibliothéque, pas d’environnement
francophone.»

- Sachant que le nombre d’éléves par classe est
souvent trés inférieur a la moyenne francaise, est ce que
la discipline est plus facile? Pourquoi?

« La discipline est comme partout : un probléme.
Dans notre école, avec si peu d’effectifs, cela ne devrait
pas poser de probléme. Et pourtant...

La moyenne des garcons est trés indisciplinée. Les
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facteurs pour expliquer cela sont complexes. Débuts
difficiles de I'école francaise, montée sans réel
professionnel. Manque d’organisation au départ. Manque
de clarté sur les objectifs. Valse des enseignants. Voici
quelques exemples des griefs que I'on pourrait reprocher
a I'école.

Mais comme dans beaucoup d’endroits, les enfants,
surtout les garcons, sont élevés comme des petits princes.
Et les petits princes riches sont souvent les plus
capricieux...la tendance en Arménie est de penser que
tout s'achéte. Mais si les diplomes sont en vente a Erévan,
le niveau scolaire réel ne peut s'acheter...L'école francaise
est en ce sens une exception ... »

- et enfin, votre opinion par rapport a I'école
francaise a Erévan? Ses débuts? Sa survie? Son avenir,
surtout par rapport a I'annonce politique de Mr Sarkozy
(du 6 octobre 2011) de créer un lycée francais un jour?

« Les choses s‘arrangent et se mettent en place.
Merci a toi pour le travail que tu as fait. Les progrés sont
notables cette année.

Je pense qu'il y a une place évidente pour une école
francaise en Arménie. Je trouve trés intéressante l'idée
d'un grand lycée francais. Mais les conditions de sa
réalisation sont encore a définir. Plein d’écueils et de
difficultés nous attendent. Mais le projet est passionnant.

Il faudra une grande confiance entre nos deux pays
pour y parvenir. Et régler au plus vite l'existence légale de
notre école en Arménie qui vient se heurter a la loi
arménienne sur |'éducation en Arménie, objet de querelle
et de débat dans la société arménienne et au parlement.
J'espére que nous trouverons rapidement une solution
consensuelle sur toutes ces questions, car je crois que
I'avenir de I’Arménie réside dans sa capacité d’ouverture.
Elle mérite mieux que son isolement incroyable et injuste.
C’est une grave question politique mais aussi un pari sur
le devenir de la nation arménienne. Je crois les Arméniens
suffisamment forts et fiers de leur culture pour pouvoir
affronter ces défis. »

6- Comment comparez la différence de votre
expérience ici, en Arménie, et ailleurs?

« Ici j'ai I'impression de vivre une sorte de synthése
d’endroits ou j'ai déja vécu. L'isolement des Iles du Cap-
Vert, la culture orientale connue en Syrie, le monde post
soviétique que j'avais ctoyé au Vietnam...

Mais les Arméniens ont une culture trés originale qui
ne ressemble a aucune autre.

Je n‘aime pas me livrer a un exercice de
comparaison des pays ou de leurs habitants.

Cela n‘a pas de sens.

Jaime I'’Arménie dans ses meilleurs aspects :
I'énergie de ses habitants qui se battent au quotidien pour
que les choses changent, la gentillesse et I'hospitalité, les
repas gigantesques, |'entraide...

J'aime aussi la langue arménienne.

Et puis c’est ici que j'ai rencontré ma femme... »

7- Quelle est I'importance de la présence francaise
en Arménie?

« La présence francaise est réduite. 500 personnes
environ en tout dans I'ensemble du pays. La France est
présente plus par ses investissements que par I'ampleur
de sa communauté.

La moitié des éléves de I|'école sont de double
nationalité...mais nous n‘avons qu’une seule éleve, enfant
d’expatriés.

Il reste beaucoup a faire pour faire connaitre la
France de 2011 dans sa réalité et sortir des clichés :
Paris, Charles Aznavour et Jo Dassin...

Jespére que l'école y contribuera.

J'espére aussi que d'autres francgais feront le pas
pour connaitre ce beau pays...et pas seulement ceux de la
diaspora.

L'’Arménie a besoin de monde. »

8- Durant votre séjour en Arménie, quels ont été les
endroits visités marquants?

« Tout le pays est intéressant. La nature est forte et
sauvage. J'adore la vie dans les villages arméniens méme
si elle doit y étre trés dure en hiver et que je I'idéalise
certainement.

Bien sur, il y a toute la liste des monastéres. Mais je
préfére les endroits de nature sauvage. J'aime beaucoup
le Vayots Dzor, le nord du Chirak.

Cette derniére région est trés intéressante pour ceux
qui aiment I'archéologie. Je pense qu’elle a un potentiel
touristique passionnant.

Giumry mérite la visite. La aussi, beaucoup reste a
faire.

Erévan est intéressante pour la vie culturelle. Je ne
me lasse jamais d’'un bon concert de jazz, d'un spectacle
a I'Opéra ou simplement de danser du Rabiz a

Parvana! Sans complexe!

Un souvenir inoubliable : aprés dix heures de
marche dans Khosrov et des serpents qui me frolaient les
jambes, j'ai fait un bon festin de chévre bouillie dure
comme du basalte offert par un gardien de la réserve.
Puis un retour merveilleux dans un univers sauvage au
milieu d’une végétation unique au mois de mai. »

9- Combien de temps croyez-vous rester ici en
Arménie? Resteriez-vous encore plus aprés le contrat, ou
devriez-vous repartir en France?

« Je repartirai forcément. J'aimerais rester ici mais
le travail est difficile et la situation bien précaire. Qui sait?
Le pays est plein de surprises.

Mon réve serait de monter une sorte de ferme
auberge, résidence d'artistes dans un endroit perdu du
Vayots Dzor...

Et vous y serez la bienvenue!

Barigaloust !!! »
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Gomk

Bavakan Melikyan, originaire de Gyumri. Elle tient son nom du fait qu’elle est le 13eme enfant de sa famille (1). Enfants du village (2).
Ludmila Karapetyan, Roza sa mére de 96 ans, originaire de Maragha, Martakert. Et Ani sa petite fille (3). Stella Agopova, Le maire de Gomk,

originaire de Baku (4).

Gomk est un village qui se situe au nord de I’Arménie,
dans la région de Vayats Dzor, a 156 kilomeétres de Yerevan
et 17 kilométres de Vayk, frontalier avec I’Azerbaidjan. C'est
I'un des villages les plus anciens de cette région, niché dans
un environnement extraordinaire ou I'on peut découvrir de
nombreux vestiges historiques.

En effet, on peut visiter une chapelle datant du
13éme siécle, ornée d'un grand khatchkar , qui a été
construit sous le régne et a la demande du prince Prosh en
1263.

On y trouve, également, dispersés aux quatre coins
du village et de ses alentours, différents khatchkhar datant
d'une période allant du 13éme au 17éme siécle. (Voir
photos) Vous pourrez également admirer a I'entrée du village

une fontaine construite en 1288. Il y a de cela quelques
années, on a découvert une abbaye en ruine enfouie sous
terre datant du 6eme-7éme siecle. Dans la commune de
Kapuyt, tout prés du village de Gomk, vous pourrez marcher
dans «La vallée des princes» «Ichkhana tsor», le long de
laquelle sont sculptés des khatchkar gravés a méme la roche.
On estime qu'ils datent du 13éme siecle. (Voir photo) Non
loin de la se trouvent des grottes, qui ont servies d‘abri
durant la guerre, ainsi que des puits d’eau naturelle, qui
ressemblent a des Tonir (four en terre). Encore aujourd’hui,
on continue a mettre a jour des trésors enfouis de I'histoire.
Comme cette pierre sculptée, d'origine inconnue, trouvée
par les enfants du village.

Fiers de leur découverte Ils l'ont déposé sur le
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Derenik Hovhannisyan, originaire de Jermuk, enseignant de physique et mathématiques a l’école du village, avec son épouse Ophélia et leurs
petits enfants Suren et Mané (5). Paysage de Gomk (6). Pierre sculptée d’origine inconnue, trouvée par les enfants du village (7).
« lishkhanadzore» - «La vallée des princes», khatchkar gravés dans la roche (8).

khatchkar se trouvant devant leur école. (Voir photo)

Ce village a été fortement affecté par les événements
historiques des ces dernieres années. En effet, Gomk a
I'époque soviétique était principalement peuplé d’Azéris, mais
en 1988, du fait du conflit entre I'Azerbaidjan et la «
République du Haut-Karabagh » (1988-1994), la majorité
des habitants ont fuit le village pour se réfugier en
Azerbaidjan, tout comme la plupart des Arméniens qui
vivaient en Azerbaidjan.

Gomk fut entierement repeuplé, a partir de 1989, par
des réfugiés arméniens en provenance de Baku, Kirovabad,
Sumgait ainsi que de quelques familles venant de villes ou de
villages d’Arménie, comme certains professeurs de I'école.
Des familles fuyant les conséquences du tremblement de
terre de 1988, se sont également installées a Gomk.

Le village compte, aujourd’hui, 260 ames (119
hommes et 141 femmes) qui portent en eux les

conséquences des évenements historiques tel que la guerre
et le tremblement de terre qui ont touchés I'Arménie durant
ces vingt derniéres années.

Le village doit faire a de nombreuses difficultés du fait
de son éloignement et d’'un manque criant d‘infrastructures.
En effet, la ville ne dispose pas de transport public, ni a
I'intérieur, ni pour la relier a d’autres villes de I'Arménie. De
plus, Gomk n’est pas approvisionné en gaz naturel. Il n’existe
pas de magasins vendant des produits de I'extérieur. Les
batiments sont également trés délabrés. Malgré les
rénovations du toit (subventionnées grace a une campagne
de dons) certaines piéces de la maison de la culture ont été
endommagées suite a des intempéries et a I'explosion d'une
conduite d'eau. L'école, également, a besoin de réparation
puisque le premier niveau est en ruine.

Il faut ajouter que la majorité des maisons connaissent
des problémes d'infiltrations d’eau et d’humidité s'accentuant
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a chaque pluie. De ce fait, elles se délabrent trés vite,
d'autant plus que la structure, construite a I'époque par les
azéris, est constituée de boue et de pierre.

La rénovation des habitations est bien souvent inutile
du fait d'un état de dégradation avancée. La rénovation
compléete des habitations incluant la reconstruction d’une
partie des maisons demande un lourd investissement dont
ne disposent ni les habitants de la ville, ni la mairie. Gomk
souffre cruellement de son isolement.

Malgré ces difficultés, cette ville, au travers de ses
habitants, tente de se relever grace a la solidarité, I'entraide,
I'éducation et la valorisation de la production locale. En effet,
ceux-ci sont trés soudés et entreprennent de nombreux
projet de rénovation afin d'améliorer leur espace de vie. Ces
derniers mois, ils ont construit, avec leurs propres ressources,
un pont pour avoir accés au champ de paturage. La route
qui méne a Gomk a également été rénovée car celle-ci avait
été endommagée pendant I'hiver. Cela a permis de la rendre
plus sécuritaire.

Il faut ajouter que malgré le délabrement de I'école,
celle-ci accueille 38 éléves du primaire. Les professeurs de
I'école sont trés qualifiés et le taux de réussite scolaire de
cette année est de 87,5%. 7 éléves sur 8 ont obtenu
leur diplome et continuent leurs études en écoles
supérieures. Le 8éme éléve a préféré quitter I'école pour
devenir conducteur de tracteur comme son peére. De plus,
I'année derniére, les enfants ont remporté le championnat
d'échecs de la région de Vayots Dzor. La maison de la culture
offre également une fenétre sur le monde puisqu’on y
trouve un ordinateur avec un accés internet. Cet ordinateur
a aussi permis aux habitants de retrouver des membres de la
famille qu’ils avaient perdu de vue durant la guerre. Le
centre culturel offre également des soins de premieres
nécessités puisqu’on y trouve une infirmerie. Néanmoins, il
n'y a pas de médecin.

Les habitants recgoivent I'aide de quelques organismes
dont Counterpart qui a pour mission d’autonomiser les
citoyens et de mettre en ceuvre des solutions innovantes et
durables a divers problemes.

Economiquement,

I'activité de Gomk est

principalement basée sur I'agriculture et I'élevage. Les terres
y sont trés fertiles ce qui permet aux habitants d'avoir une
grande variété de fruits et de légumes de trés bonne qualité
: pommes, poires, abricots, noix, ourts, ainsi que des herbes
médicinales (entre 20 et 30 sortes). Ils produisent
également du miel possédant un go(it extraordinaire et du
fromage.

Il y a avait une usine de fromage de chévre, qui
employait les gens du village et achetait le lait produit par les
fermiers. Cependant, suite a la crise économique, celle-ci a
du fermer faute de clients. Néanmoins, l'usine est louée par
un particulier qui emploie quelques habitants.

Enfin, il faut noter un élément trés intéressant, le
maire de la ville est une femme, Stella Agopova. Elle est
maire de Gomk depuis 2002. Le conseil municipal est
composé de deux adjoints au maire ; I'une aux finances
Liana Babayan, l'autre est expert comptable Mkhitar
Hovhannisyan, ainsi que des conseillers municipaux : Hratch
Malkhasyan, Norik Babayan et Nune Avagyan.

Stella Agopovan raconte que ce sont les habitants du
village qui lui ont demandé de se présenter aux élections. Ils
sont mobilisés pour qu’elle puisse présenter sa candidature.
Ils I'ont soutenu jusqu’a I'élection. Elle déclare apprécier cet
engagement et ces preuves de soutien. Elle partage les
mémes problémes qu’eux et tente de construire une vision
commune basée sur I'entraide et la solidarité pour surmonter
leurs épreuves.

Pour conclure, si vous voyagez en Arménie, n’hésitez
surtout pas a visiter ce village symbole a la fois des derniers
événements qui ont touché I’Arménie, mais également
symbole de solidarité. Vous serez accueilli par des gens
exceptionnels, qui aiment plus que tout leur village, leur
terre. Vous gouterez des produits incroyables et d’une rare
qualité. Vous y découvrirez également les bienfaits des
herbes médicinales. Enfin, vous verrez des paysages
magnifiques recelant des richesses historiques.

Photos et article: Tamar Sarkissian
www.tamarsarkissian.com
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