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1809 Lawrence Avenue East

fine foods gﬂurmet Scarborough, ON. M1R 2Y86

the essence of tel: 416 755 5084
mediterranean ww arzfinefoods com

fine mediterranean prepared foods
always ready...

visit our store to pick-up our .
famous pastries, i
always fresh,

always delicious. 4




Larva's

Kestanvant

CALL 416-493-2020 OR MAKE ONLINE RESERVATION

155 Consumers Rd. Toronto, ON M2] 0A3
www.larasrestaurant.com
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COME SEE US

49% Coxwell Avenue
Toronlo, ON M4C 3C T

Tel: 414.443.4327

1942 Kennedy Road Unit 2
Scarborough, ON M4C 3C1
Tel: 416,754, 4327

www, hearngaidsource.ca

||rl:|Hn lL'.lpg-'\-:-rull" Cifazer Canaslla L5

hearing aid source
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JEAN COUTU}

SETA MARACHIAN

Pharmacienne-Propriétaire
{ujtntG Yn fuouhlp

5855, boul. Gouin ouest
e, e — Cartierville {Ouébec) HAJ 1ES h.
TélL: (314) 334-8641 = Fax: (514)334-6909

Fwy JwubwgbinbGn npuwdwnpnuwsd’ hngugne 46p pnpnp Juiphplbpp
Up yuwuinpwuwnblup 46p pnpnp nEnwghpltpp, bnfuhuly nupp2 nEnwpwbbGpk
SwpbEgubpny hwidwip juwwnnuy 10% qbng (pwgwnbw nenspp)

Vaccination contre la grippe saisonniére
Service professionnel et personnalisé

= Infirmiére sur place tous les mercredis

+» Gonseils sur le diabéte: lecteur de glycémie, alimentation, exercice

* Analyses sanguines: bilan lipidique complet (cholestéral), glycémie {taux de sucre)
* [njections et vaccinations

= Vérification de la tension artérielle, moniteur de tension artérielle (24h)
* Conseils sur les produits orthopédigues (cannes, marcheties)

Livraison et cueillette de prescription gratuites
de Montreal et Laval

Ouvert 7 jours/7 soirs de 9h a 22h
NELLY, TANIA KANOU

Pharmaciennes-Propriétal res

237, Cate Vertu, MTL 740, Cite Vertu, MTL il 475, Cale Veriu, MTL

Tél: (3147 331-2134 Tél: (51d) Tdd-2555 TéL: (514} Ta4-0203
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_.*'-r At I-I:lddadsweserveﬁrﬁsanﬂ
bhaked food and l:atenng in
traditional Lebanese style as
we believe the Lebanese
cuisine is a euisine of the sun
and a cuisine from the heart.
Its colours reflect the 1001
sunny Lebanese landscapes,
and its diversity evokes the
abundant Lebanese generosity
and hospitality. It is extremely
rich in flavours and colours.

_‘-.""--\. A
Ask us about
our calering
ke mce.i'

Artisanal baked goods and catering
in the traditional Lebanese style.
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o i

4 1 T q- L| -..- ._-.

MANUFACTURERS AND IMPORTERS
FABRICANT ET IMPORTATEUR

HOVSEP YEMENIDJIA

* Fine Jewellery * Bijoux Exclusifs

* Diamonds Diamants
* Emeralds * Eméraudes
* Rubies * Rubis

* Sapphires * Saphirs

1255, PI. Philips 5quare, suite 1005, Montreal, QC H3BE 3CG1
(514) 875-6182

By Appointment
SUr render-wous
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514-279-9599 514-788-9599 450-433-9599

THERE'S WEALTH IN AN APPROACH
WHERE INTEGRITY, TRUST AND
CLiENT Focus ARE PRIORITIES

Integeiiy, trust, client focos, commitment o your success - these
guiding principles are the Muepring for the way we do business, We
are committed to offering supericr value and service to our clients,
who are business owners, senior executives, professionals, retirees,
non-profit crganizations and charitable foundations, Our mission
is tox help our clienis be and feel finan |'i.1|l:.' secure, with our primary
objective of creating long-term value by building and protecting
their financial assets.

ANl ;I' WAHAREDIIAN

h Management

ldiiaE CITICIL

Vice President & Portfolio Manager
514-878-5111 | paul.nahabedian@rbe.com
www.pauinahabedian.com
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Interview with ANCA Chairman, Ken Hachikian

The Armenian National Commit-
tee of America is one of the key play-
ers on an international level to push
forward the Armenian cause. A quick
visit to their website will fast prove
that they the largest and most influen-
tial Armenian American grassroots politi-
cal organization.

We had a chance to catch up
with the ANCA’'s Chairman, Kenneth
Hachikian, during the International Ar-
menian National Committee Confer-
ence that took place in Montreal over
the weekend of November16 and 17,
2013. Some of the ANC Committees
who participated included regional and
national branches from Canada, the
United States, Australia and South
America.

Below is a glimpse into some of
the work the ANCA is currently under-
taking, the state of the Turkish and
Azeri lobby groups in the United
States. They are also getting ready,
like many of the ANCs across the
world, to commemorate the 100" An-
niversary of the Armenian Genocide in
a broad scale of educational, cultural,
political and religious events across the
country.

T.S. What is the current man-
date of the ANCA[J?

K.H. Our current mandate isn't
different than any of the Hay Tad com-
mittees around the world. Our core is-
sues are advancing the issue of geno-
cide recognition. In recent years,
we've put further emphasis on repara-
tions. We started advancing a resolu-
tion in 2011, which actually passed in
the House of Representatives, calling
upon Turkey to return confiscated
church properties. We advanced it un-
der the characterization of church
properties for two reasons:

One is because, you know, 90-
100 years ago, church properties were
community properties. They encom-
passed schools, hospitals, cemeteries,
community centres, and so forth... For
an elected official to support returning
church properties to their rightful own-
ers is very easy. But obviously our ulti-
mate goal here is not just church prop-
erties, but to establish the precedence
of reparations, starting with the return

of properties and to build upon that.

A propos that, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton, sent us a letter in
response to a letter we had sent her,
saying that the United States sup-
ported the return of confiscated prop-
erties. ...In a prior part of the letter,
she had referenced church and in that
particular sentence, she said confis-
cated properties, which is exactly our
goal. We are attempting to build upon
that now, in this Congress, by intro-
ducing a resolution that will call upon
the State.

Right now, the State depart-
ment issues a religious freedom report
on a variety of countries around the
world. We're calling upon them to is-
sue a report that speaks to Turkey's
progress and efforts in returning prop-
erties, including citing the properties
that haven’t been returned. So, repa-
rations are an important part of our
current efforts.

We continue to focus on what I
call the economic wellbeing of Arme-
nia: to provide foreign aid to Armenian
and Karabagh. But we are also putting
greater effort on trade to push the
United States to enter into various
economic and trade agreements with
Armenia for a healthier economy, to
break down the barriers of corruption
and to try to increase Armenia’s ties to
the West.

We are also focusing on the
Karabagh negotiations and self-deter-
mination for Karabagh. We make it
clear to the United States Ambassador
whom participates in the MINSK group
discussions that Armenians will never,

By Tina Soulahian

ever agree to put their fate back into
the hands of the Azeris and that any
settlement which falls short of that,
will simply not be acceptable and won't
be agreed to. We actually do it in a
way if we can, by speaking on behalf
of the Armenians in Karabagh, but we
also make it clear that Diaspora Arme-
nians will not settle for that. As you
know, the first president of Armenia,
Levon Ter Petrossian, lost his job over
this very issue and it's not an issue
that anybody should take for
granted...

There are also a variety of other
issues we address such as the plight of
Syrian Armenians, obviously being a
very important one right now, in terms
of economic and humanitarian assist-
ance to them. But also, pushing in par-
ticularly the United States, to ensure
that the rights of Christian minorities
are respected by both sides and that
those communities stop being further
endangered.

We also had the initiative to try
to bring some USAID funds for the
economic development within Javakhk,
which is a project we've been working
on for two years.[0 We've been making
progress, slower than I would like, but
we've been making progress and trying
to attract some private investments
along with USAID money into opening
some factories in Javakhk hopefully by
the middle of next year.

T.S. What about the Turkish
and Azeri Lobbies, are they as
strong as they used to be?

K.H. The Turkish Lobby is prima-
rily based on a significant expenditure
of money to hire lobbyists within the
United States. That effort has contin-
ued, has not changed and is quite sig-
nificant.

The Azeri lobby however has sig-
nificantly grown in presence and effec-
tiveness. Both with the expenditure of
considerable money in hiring lobbyists,
but also through a meaningful grass-
roots effort... The reality is that
they’ve created a very significant local
presence in congressional districts.
Their efforts have become a meaning-
ful obstacle to our efforts to advance
our grassroots capabilities.
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Interview with Katia Peltekian
author of ‘The Times of the Armenian Genocide:
Reports in the British Press (1914-192)"

Q- You are a staunch
researcher of the Armenian Genocide
archives in the foreign press. How did
you start this mission?

A-I am not sure if I should be
called a staunch researcher since this
is not my field of study. I am perhaps
an avid reader of news,dwhich then
turned into a mission.CJNow as a
volunteer, I do daily compilations for
the Armenian News Network Groong
and post[the latest news on Armenia
and Armenians printed in the foreign
press. Whenever I am on “holiday”
from teaching, I read the old
newspapers.

OThisOinterest  with

news[Istarted years ago when I was
doing my graduate[lstudies in Halifax,
Nova Scotia. The province’s Archives
library was very near Dalhousie
University where I was studying. On a
cold April afternoon, after submitting
a draft of my thesis to my professor, (11
just went into the library to check if
any Canadian newspaper had printed
anything about the massacres. What
also raised my curiosity was the New
York Times compilation by the late
Richard Kloian. I was first surprised
that nothing was printed in April
1915, but I didn't give up. My
research with one Nova Scotian
newspaper, T7he Halifax Herald,
compiled over 250 items from the[l
mid-1890s, 1909 and then from
1915-1922.

iy

Q- You have just published a

Times, and The Manchester Guardian
[currently known as The Guardian]. 1
read page by page the microfilm
images of the old newspapers at
different libraries, depending on
where I would be at the time. This
was a 12-year project and I've used
the Reference Library in Toronto, the
British Library in London (UK), and the
American University of Beirut Library
in Lebanon. All three libraries have
the microfilms of The Times, so it
was easy to keep going without much
interruption during those 12 years.
However, only the British library
carried The Guardian microfilms;

archivaltherefore, my trips to London were

specifically to work on that paper.

Of course there are many more
British newspapers which were
printed in the late 19th centure and
early 20th century; it would take
decades for one person to find and
collect all. The British Library’s
newspaper branch at Colindale, north
of London, has over 30,000
newspapers, including the hundreds
of newspapers printed in the British
Empire as well as thousands from
around the world in almost all
languages.But it will need a large
group of dedicated people to collect
most, if not all.Cd

The reason I chose those two
major papers is that 7he Times had
the widest circulation at the time, in
and out of Britain. It was the paper
that officials referred to most, and it
recorded parliament debates and

new book,[J[J The Times of thesessions; on the other hand, after

Armenian Genocide: Reports in the
British Press (1914-1923), how did
you manage to collect all the archival
Information?

A- For this book, I collected
material from the following British
newspaper: The Times, The Sunday

much examination into a number of
British papers, The Guardian was
chosen because, inda number
ofdcases, it filled some gapswith
more news from the stricken regions,
perhaps because a substantial
Armenian community lived

By Vahakn Karakachian

inCOManchester at the time due to
Armenian traders.

Each monthOtook me 2 to 3
hours to skim through every page.
Once an item was found on the
microfilm, which was in many cases
not very legible due to scratches from
over-use, I made hard copies. Only in
the past couple of years did the
Toronto Reference Library install
computerized microfilm readers, so it
was easy to save the images of the
pages or articles on a USB flash.

And because these micorfilms
were not clear enough to the
untrained eyes, I re-typed each.

Q- Is this the first time those
archives have been come to light?

I believe this book is the first to
compile the British newspaper items
completely & chronologically. There
are those who have written about the
British response to the on-going
massacres, but their sources were
different.d

What is interesting in this book
is that the reader is transported to
those days, reads a newspaper article
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which is written in a very

straightforward mannerCand which

describes events and expresses
opinions without much convoluted
analysis as many history books do;
with this book, the reader lives the
day-to-day events of that region.
There are many details that historians
might skip as they would deem it
unrelated to their main thesis. Not
this book. The reader of these
newspaper items will read nhames of
small villages that were wiped out,
instead of only the names of the
major towns, cities or vilayets. Many
times these articles mention names
of regular individuals, not necessarily
officials. The opinions of the editors
regarding events or parliament
debates or even the peace
negotiations shed interesting light to
the reader. In addition, letters to the
editor written by some Armenians,
but mostly by British citizens and
officials, also shed some light on the
British response to the massacres
and condition of the refugees and
orphans; these items would not be
included by historians.

Q- Please tell us about your
parental ancestral history.

A- Both my grandparents
Peltekian & Malatjalian as well as one
grandmother Panikian were from the
town of Chork Marzban (or DortYol)
along the shores of the gulf of
Iskenderoun. The Peltekians owned
acres of orange groves in DortYdl ,
and my great grandfather owned a
mill. Although most of the Peltekian
family were massacred or died along
the deportation route to the Syrian
desert, my grandfather survived
because he was forced into military
service, but as a tailor, and was
transferred first to Constantinople and
then to Nablus in Palestine. After the
end of WW1, those who survived
returned to DortYdl in 1919. My
paternal grandparents married and

lived in the neighborhood of 00zerli.

A page from THE TIMES
January 1916

But with the French withdrawal from
most of Cilicia and the renewal of the
massacres, my paternal grandparents
as[d well as many compatriots decided
to leave again and go to Iskenderoun.
When living conditions again became
difficult, my grandparents again left
for Damascus (Syria) and then to
Amman (Jordan) and Jerusalem.

Of my maternal grandfather
Malatjalian, we do not know much.
He and two siblings were left
orphans, then transported to Cyprus
and from there to Jerusalem. Along
this route, he was separated from his
younger siblings and until the day he
died, he did not know what had
become of them. He was told they
died along the way.

After finishing school, my father
also learned tailoring, opened his
own shop in Amman where he
became the tailor to the kings and
prime ministers of Jordan, in addition
to many princes of the Arab gulf,
including the father of the billionaire
Prince Waleed bin Talal. [note: Prince
Talal, a brother of the king of Saudi
Arabia, had told my father that he,
the prince, was proud of having an
Armenian mother. One of King Saud’s
wives was a young Armenian girl who
had reached the deserts of the
kingdom.]

When my parents married, they
decided to move to Lebanon where
my three brothers and I were born.

Q- Do you intend to publish your
research book "Heralding of the
Armenian Genocide: Reports in the
Halifax Herald 1894-1922" online?

Before I embark on any project,
I need to recoup my life savings. Both
books were published with personal
funds, without any financial or moral
support from any Armenian or non-
Armenian sources. I would first like to
print the over 2,500 articles from 7he
Times of 1875-1913 before I re-print
the Heralding book. If anything has to
be published soon, it needs a full-
time commitment, a commitment I
cannot make for the time being. For
now, it remains just a hobby to read
and collect. I do not know when or if
the remainder will be put in print for
others to read and learn.
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The Armenian Islamic Tribe in Syria

We depart from Kamishli to visit our companion’s, Dr.
Garo Hekimian’s, Kurdified nephew, Mehran Hekimian. The
road is long but is straight and makes for a smooth ride. The
road going from Kamishli to Ras al Ein runs parallel to the
Syrian-Turkish boarder. At times it approaches the border so
much that the facial expressions of the Turkish soldiers
standing on guard on the towers become visible. A barbwire
separates the two countries.

Once in a while, along the road, we see young girls
who are walking in the barren vast expense.

-"Don"t they go to school, asks Annie?” Annie is my
niece. We are travelling in her husband”s- Tom"s — car. My
wife also is accompanying me.

-"Of course they go. However, after school they work
in the fields to pull the plants and collect the lentil and the
beans”, replies the doctor.

The comfort in the car contrasts sharply with the
scorching desert of this inhospitable terrain. Through these
vast expanses almost a century ago my compatriots walked.
Hungry, thirsty, bare-footed and emaciated, how did they
manage to walk? Those who were massacred in Ras al Ein
were done for, the survivors were herded to out far to Der
Zor for their final reckoning. How fortunate are the girls we
see outside every now and then gathering lentil or bean.
They at least have shoes and are not starving and are not
emaciated.

We pass through large and small villages.[d

-"Here in this village there are also Kurdified
Armenians”, notes Dr. Garo.

What is there to say or do? What Armenian in these
places, isolated from the rest of the world, almost
forgotten? I wonder. Their forbearers were forced to
abandon their beautiful country and settle here. Of course
the Armenian settlers here were fortunate. Others had not
the opportunity to remain alive.

-"This is the Amouda village or city like settlement.
There are a number of Armenians here as well”, says Garo.

After driving for a considerable period of time we arrive
Ras al Ein. We have been toldthat there is a noted
restaurant here, Restaurant Serop. I had been in touch with
the man and I was told that he has interesting stories to tell
about his father. The man had not volunteered to tell us.
We also had neither the heart nor the time to dine. We
headed Dr. Garo”s nephew, Mohammad (Mehran)
Mahmoud"s house.

The tall statured Mahmoud invited us in. The foreign
car had aroused the interest not only of the neighbors and
the lads on the streets, but also of the surrounding at large.
The host had assured everyone that we were not harmful
people. We stepped in, into a long and large hall with twin
divisions. The “eastern” side was furnished with pillows and
cushions and the “western” side was furnished with
armchairs. Hardly had we stepped in we noted, to our great
surprise, a wooden bust of King Trdat, an Armenian tricolor
scarf, and few other Armenian pictures. What are these
artifacts doing in Kurdified Hovhannes Hekimian”s son -

Kevork George Apelian
Translated and abridged by Vahe H. Apelian

Mahmood”s - guest room, I wonder.

There is a bit of a dismissive smile on Mahmood"s face,
at the site of our puzzlement.

-"Our blood is Armenian blood”, he emphasizes.

He wants to know the purpose of our visit. His
nephew, Dr. Garo, had already explained to him. However,
he wanted to hear from us. I explain. He shakes his head.

-"I am glad you came, for no one is interested in us.
Not the government of Armenia or the Armenian Church.
We are people who live on social margin. The Armenians do
not accept us, nor do the Kurds. We applied to the
Government of Armenia, but nothing happened. You have
come out of interest in us, we are thankful.”

I gift him a copy of my book”s, titled “Martyrdom for
Life”, Arabic translation.

-"This is our Salman Derbo!” — exclaims Mohammd
Mahmood.

-"Do you know him?” I ask.

-"Of course. His son lives here” clarifies Mohammad.
He arranges to call a neighbor”s wife who enters the room
and sees the book’’s cover and is totally amazed.

-"This”, she says pointing to the picture on the book"s
cover, “is my grandfather, Salman Drbo. Each and every
home of our extended family has this picture hanging on a
wall.”

Her father, Khalaf is away. He is the son of Hadjentsi
born Aram Keklikian, turned Bedouin Chief named Salman
Drbo who is a cousin of the famed Armenian American
orthopedic doctor who treated a young soldier named
Robert Dole. I autograph and gift a copy of the book to
give to Aram’’s, that is to say Salman Drbo”s son, Khalaf, and
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hand the book to his daughter. She is very happy. She stays
with us throughout our visit. It is evident that she is pretty
liberal minded. She shakes hand with the men and speaks
freely.

-"Ya Mahmood” I say, “we have come to gather
information about people like you. What do you have to tell
us about your father?”

-"Whatever I know, I will tell you, says Mohammad
Mahmood. My father, Hovhannes Hekimian, was from
Geghetsi village of Moush. He was born in 1908. We were
told that he had two brothers, named Anto and Avedis. He
had two sisters, Srpouhie and Azniv. My father was forced
out of Moush and was brought here where he remained. He
was a kid in those days. He was named Ebrahem and settled
in Meyrkez where he married a Kurdish woman named
Khamsa. They have four daughters and four sons. I am the
eldest of them. My brothers live in this area. I will take you
to our village Meyrkez. I came and settled in Ras al Ein to
educate my sons. There is no school in Meyrkez.

-"Mahmood, how many children do you have? I ask

-"T have 5 sons”, replies Mahmood. “Thank Allah. The
eldest is Ebrahem or Apraham. He left the area and went to
Europe and settled in Holland. He converted to Christianity
there. The whole family was baptized. The names of his
sons, my grandsons, are Sevag and Daron. Hence he cannot
come to these areas any more. You know, he became a
Christian.”

“My other son is Emir. He has four beautiful daughters.
The third is Akram. We call the fourth Ayden. However, he
is Vrej. My last son is Arman, that is to say Armen. He serves
the Syrian army for his compulsory military service.”

The daughters of his son Emir enter. Indeed, the
grandfather has every reason to boast of their beauty. They
are well-dressed attractive girls.

-"Ya brother George, says Mahmood, you do not ask
their names. I will tell you. The elder is Nanor, the second is
Nairi, the third Armine”, and the fourth if Menar. Beautiful,
aren”t they? I mean to say the names.

My companions and I remain speechless at the sight of
such beauty and such authentic Armenian names in this part
of the world and in such a family. These girls are the
granddaughters of Mshetsi Hovhannes Hekimian. They are
born and raised in Ras al Ein. They bear the brunt of the
consequences of the Genocide perpetrated against their
race 94 years ago. In spite of their beautiful names, what will
eventually become of them? I wonder.

-"My daughter is also named Menar”, explains Dr. Garo.
VIt is @ name used in Armenia. My Armenia born and raised
wife named her.”

-"I congratulate you Emir”, I say, and add “May God
guard your daughters. You have given them such beautiful
names”.

-"We are also Armenians”, says Emir. I wanted to learn
our Armenian language. I had textbooks brought from
Beirut. However, without help I could not learn the
language.”

Emir then shows me his cell phone as if to certify that
being an Armenian is not an abstract thing for him. There
are such Armenian pictures that only a zealous Armenian
would carry. They include pictures of the Tricolor, Lisbon 5
and of Armenian emblems.

-"Akh George, you did not ask me about my wife”,
reminds me Mahmood. 'She is also an Armenian daughter.”

-"Akh George, you did not ask me about my wife”,
reminds me Mohammad Mahmood. She is also an Armenian
daughter.

In Kurdish attire and manners, Emena extends
unexpected welcoming warmth to us. She is a Muslim
woman, wearing scarf. She sits next to me and allows herself
the liberty to speak freely, to narrate and to laugh. I
instinctively rest my arm over her shoulder while being
pictured. She does not object neither does she distance
herself from me. Aren”t we long lost bosom relatives?

-“Emena, who was your father?” I ask

-"My father is there”, she says, and points to picture
hanging on the wall. “My father was also Moushetsi, Yeghia
Sessoyan. Later his name became Mohammad Issa Mahamed.
He was two years old during the massacres.”

At that moment Emena”s brother enters. He is a
lawyer and his name is Abdel Rahan Mohammad Essa
Mahamed. He is a middle-aged man. Sister and brother tell
us about their father who passed away in 2008. The
Sessoyan family numbered forty members. Yeghia or
Mohammad Mahamed settled in a village named Bsis that is
30 Km from Ras al Ein. In 1948 he married an Arab woman
named Abta. They have 2 boys and 5 girls. Yeghia married
another woman as well. They have seven daughters and one
son. Yeghia”s wives are alive and live in the same village.
Emena also has relatives from his father”s side who speak
Kurdish or Turkish. Some of her relatives do not like to tell
their family stories. Emena also tells that her father Yeghia
had a sister named Sosse who threw herself into river least
she be taken as the wife of Turk or a Kurd. Emena
repeatedly tells that she likes to associate with Armenians
and that our meeting has made her very happy.

-"Mehran (Mohammad)” I ask, “how is that your father
was Kurdified while your nephew Dr. Garo has remained
Armenian?”

-"His father remained within the Armenian community.
However, he speaks only Kurdish. Garo studied in Armenia”,
explains Mohammad.

-"How is that you found each other?” I inquire.

-“In 1972 1 used to work for a sheikh”, says
Mohammad. “'One day, while in the city, I came across a
store whose sign bore the name Antranig Hekimian. I
suspected that we are relatives, but I wanted to assure
myself before meeting him. I inquired with the church in Ras
al Ein and was able to ascertain that we are related after
which I approached the owner. He was hesitant at the
beginning at the site of a Kurd claiming family relation, but
later he warmed towards me and became emotional. I
invited him and his family to our house. We slaughtered
lambs to celebrate the occasion. It was my dream to find
out my father”s relatives. My dream has now become a
reality.”

-"How do you get along with your newly found
relations?” I inquire

-"Very well”, responds Mohamad. I am a Kurd and a
Muslim. They are Armenians and Christians. However, it"'s
the same blood that flows through our veins. You can tell
that Garo feels very comfortable in our house.”
At that moment I saw Dr. Garo in the kitchen preparing a
hookah for his leisurely smoking.

-"Do you have a community?” I inquire

-"Of course we do”, responds Mohammad. “"We have
our own tribe, ashiret. Let me show you our member list"”.
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He produces a document and I read page after page Kurdish
names with their official registration numbers, their addresses
and the signatures of the family”s patriarchs. There are 10
to 11 such records on each page.

-"Our ashiret has its bylaws”, elaborates Mohammad.
“We are especially attentive that the members of our tribe
do not marry outside the tribe. If one wants to marry
outside the tribe, then he or she has to take permission
from the sheikh of our tribe, Elie Hovagimian. All able bodied
males between the ages of 15 to 70 pay membership dues.
From this coffer the tribe attends to the needs of the
members, such as if one has an accident or kills someone,
the compensation comes from the tribe”s coffer.”

-"Why have you organized this tribe?” I ask.
-"Very simple, explains Mohammad. In this part of the world
the prevailing social order is the system of tribes-ashiret.
Every one has the support of a tribe. If you do not belong
to a tribe, you are no one. You cannot protect your rights.”
-"When was your tribe organized?” I inquire

-"Our tribe was organized in 1998", explains
Mohammad. “We conducted a census and we organized the
tribe. We have 25,000 members. Our tribe is known as the
ARMENIAN ISLAMIC TRIBE. We are Muslims but we are
Armenians. Not all Islamized Armenians in the region are
members of our tribe. There is a big number of them who
are not members.”

At this point Mohammad”s brother-in-law intercepts
and says that the lawyers of the tribe have their own
organization and present themselves as Muslim Armenians.

On this May afternoon I remain dumbfounded. Here,
the sons and daughters of the survivors of the Armenian
Genocide not only honor and perpetuate the memory of
their parents or grandparents but also have organized
themselves into a distinct community of which we had not
known before in spite of modern communication. They are
Muslims, and they are Armenians!

Mehran arranges for his sons to take us for a
sightseeing trip. We head towards Khabour River, the main
tributary of the Euphrates River. There was a time when
many Armenians on forced marches were drowned in the
raging water of this river. We approach the river but remain
standstill and astonished. The river is completely dry. The
dams in Turkey threaten to starve Syria and Iraq of water.
“Khabour River” I say to myself, is it the curse of those who
drowned in your waters that has brought you to this
state?”

We enter an abandoned mansion. The canal next to
the mansion runs dry. There are abandoned water pumps
rusting along the riverbank. We are told that there was a
time when water from here flew hundreds of kilometers for
irrigation.

There is a sadness that permeates all around, rusting
water pumps, an abandoned mansion and the memory of
the many who walked by the riverbank or were drowned in
it. We leave the area and head to Mreykez to meet the rest
of Mohammad Mahmood”s family in their parental house.

We arrive the village by dusk. We meet Mohammad"”s
four brothers and one sister. All are very happy that we have
paid them a visit. Momentarily Mohammad takes leave of us
and enters a room to pay his respects to his mother,
Hovhannes Hekimian"s widow, who is on her deathbed. In
the courtyard I meet two other Armenians. It is noteworthy
that most of the lands of the village and its surrounding

belong to five Armenian families. The chieftain of the village
is named Garabed. This meeting in the twilight of the dusk
in this remote area, far from the rest of the world but
otherwise in an Armenian enclave of sorts fills me up with
emotion......

Just prior to our departing, Mehran wears his kafiyeh
and igal and teasingly asks me if I will put a copy of his
picture in Bedouin attire on the cover of my upcoming book
much like I did for Salmon Drbo.

Salman Drbo, was not even in his early teens when he
was forcefully separated from his mother. Over the decades
he had assumed that his mother had died along with the
rest of the Armenians. However, serendipitously, he
discovered that his mother was alive along many of his
compatriots. Mother and son met for the very first time
when both had entered different phases of their lives.
Young Aram Keklikian had grown up to become Salman Dro,
the chief of his tribe. His mother had remarried and raised
another family and had her first grandson named after her
first husband who was taken away and she never saw him
again . Upon meeting they had a picture taken together
sitting next to each other. That picture graces the cover of
my first book.

I did not answer Mohammad but I wondered instead,
“how many book covers will we need to place the pictures
of such Islamized Armenians?”

We met Mehran Hekimian or Mohammad Mahamed
through his nephew Dr. Garo in Mohammad"s house in Ras al
Ein on May 20, 2009.

Ugu fop g fnifiuenyp Jlupph Lugitiingsstaacl

81



Znrrenu

Just One Word

By Tamar Kabassakalian-Gosdanian

Just one word, yet it means the world to hundreds.

Just one word, yet it emanates warmth and love and
reaches out to people who have no hope.

Just one word with 5 letters, just as a hand that picks
them up and offers them a happy and healthy environment.

This one word is no other than ORRAN.

Orran is a non-governmental organization sustained by
grants and private donations from individuals all over the
world. This haven allows beggars on the streets of Yerevan
to have hope, to make friends, to have a place to eat and
learn in a clean and warm atmosphere.

Behind this humble organization, stand two individuals
who care enough to give a helping hand to the ones who
have less, or the ones who have nothing. Nothing to live for.
Nothing to live with. Nothing. They saw the homeless and
recognized the need by creating an organization. These
were two individuals who were in love with their homeland
and its people and had repatriated as soon as Armenia be-
came independent. Even though they were already busy
with their careers and family lives, they were driven by a no-
ble mission. Seeing the underprivileged suffer on the streets
of their own country, they accomplished what many
thought was almost impossible. They helped the needy by
giving them a roof over their heads and a hot meal to eat.

Raffi and Arminé Hovannisian were determined to
make a difference in these peoples’ lives. Arminé, co-
founder and active board member of Orran, is the strength
and voice behind this incredible non-profit organization. Es-
tablished in 2000, Orran began by feeding a dozen kids from
the streets. Today, it offers an extensive after-school pro-
gram for about 150 children aged between 6 and 16, in
Yerevan and in Vanadzor. “But the real heroes,” Mrs.
Hovannisian says, “are the children with a determination to
have a better life than their parents.” Despite the depriva-
tion they live in, these beneficiaries come to Orran well-pre-
sented and well-behaved. They show strength and happi-
ness once they are at Orran. They show hope and witness it
on many occasions. Hope that they might be able to lead a
“normal” future.

Alongside its after-school program, Orran also wel-
comes the elderly living in poor conditions. Those who are
60 and over, come to Orran during the first half of the day.
A doctor is on the premises for emergencies. In addition,
they have the opportunity to interact socially and have
lunch together.

Orran’s after-school program is also a place that chil-
dren find refuge instead of engaging in promiscuous behav-
iour on the streets. The program works in two ways: first, it
gives the child a safe place to be fed and to get academic
help from specialists; and second, it prevents children from
getting into future problems or risky behaviour that could
lead to criminal activity.

Orran motivates the children and helps them plan their
future by offering vocational training. Thus, each child re-
ceives a skill. The children’s afternoon is planned according
to their personal road maps and individual schedules that are
linked to their class. Once at Orran, they report to class
where they must finish their homework with the help of
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their teacher or a dedicated volounteer. After having a full
three-course meal, the children have the choice of four dif-
ferent workshops according to their preferences or skills.
These include wood work, pottery, macramé and painting.
Orran participates in many exhibitions and showcases the
arts and crafts of its students year-round. When an item is
sold, the child and the teacher receive part of the profit,
and the rest remains in the class fund in order to buy neces-
sary materials. This way, Orran teaches the children to be
self-sufficient. Also, with its vocational training program,
Orran gives them hope that one day they may sell their own
work for a living. As Mrs. Hovannisian says, “we provide chil-
dren with vocational training so that they learn that they
can use their hands to earn their own money anddnot to ex-
tend itOto anotherdr help.” After the child graduates, Orran
provides grants to those whose business plan is promising.
These grants have helped graduates to open their own
shops and salons and are proofs of Orran’s munificent work.
Orran also incorporates the love of culture within the
children and organizes many different activities and field trips
within Armenia. The youngsters regularly visit museums and
attend shows. Also, they prepare many performances
throughout the year. They have choir and dance practice on

a weekly basis.

The magnificent team behind Orran’s success includes:
teachers, crafts specialists, a social worker, a psychologist, a
doctor, an academic coordinator, an accountant, administra-
tive secretaries, cooks and cleaning staff. All these people
work closely together to help the children overcome their
problems, fears and academic difficulties. Plus, they are con-
stantly encouraged and empowered to work for a promising
future.

As this five-letter name suggests, Orran has stayed
true to its meaning in Armenian which is haven. It has been
the orran of hundreds and will keep on helping the ones in
need on five different levels: academically, psychologically,
culturally, socially and artistically.

Note: The next time you visit your homeland, make
sure to visit Orran and see a different side of Armenia.

6 First Yekmalyan street, 375002, Yerevan, Armenia.

E-mail: orran@orran.am
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Le bout du monde
est a Meghri

Sur la carte de I’Arménie, Meghri apparait comme un point
isolé a I'extréme sud du pays. A 376 km et 7 heures de route
d’Erévan, la ville la plus chaude du pays repose paisiblement sur
la plaine de |I’Araxe, face a I'Iran. Au beau milieu de ces chaines
de montagnes arides, le temps semble s’étre arréte.

Coincé entre le Nakhitchevan et [I'‘Artsakh, le
Zanguézour, cette étroite chaine de montagnes qui relie
I'’Arménie a IIran, est un sanctuaire du nationalisme
arménien. Dans ces montagnes, David Bek avait lutté contre
les Perses et Karékine Njteh y avait trouvé refuge dans sa
résistance face aux Bolchéviques, a I'époque de I'éphémeére
République d’Arménie. Longtemps disputé par Bakou et
Erévan, avant et aprés la soviétisation, ce lopin de terre
hautement stratégique revient constamment aujourd’hui
sous les projecteurs, depuis I'annonce du projet mort-né
d’échange de territoires avec I’Azerbaidjan et les pourparlers
entrepris avec I'Iran pour permettre aux bergers d‘origine
azérie de faire paitre leurs moutons au sud de I'Arménie.

Toujours plus au sud, une route difficile

D’Erévan a Meghri, la route est longue, éprouvante,
voire dangereuse. Le jour, les camions iraniens sont Iégion, ils
entreprennent un voyage a haut risque par mauvais temps,
roulant a toute allure sur un asphalte mal entretenu. On
peut aisément ima-giner ces routiers fourbus prendre du bon
temps dans les quelques cafés et discothéques, aux inscrip-
tions criardes en farsi, qui jonchent les bords de route. Passé
Sissian et les majestueuses chutes de Shaki, Goris puis
Kapan, la derniere étape de ce voyage en terre de Siounik
est sans doute la plus surprenante. Emprunter la nouvelle
route au milieu des foréts verdoyantes du sud de Kapan est
un bon moyen d’éviter les véhicules iraniens qui privilégient la
voie de Kadjaran, la ou les lacets sont moins nombreux.

Sur la route de Meghri, la réserve naturelle de
Shikahogh offre un spectacle féerique. Son acces est difficile
car elle est située a 1 660 métres d'altitude. L'eau y coule a
flots et le vert se décline a l'infini. Le site est jalousement
protégé par tout ce que I’Arménie compte d’écologistes. En-
tre descente et montée, la route nous parait interminable,
au regard des petites distances affichées. Depuis longtemps,
les arbres ont laissé la place aux pierres. L'ultime descente
entre les canyons déserts, ou un paysage lunaire sans trace
apparente de vie s’étale a I'horizon, a inspiré le poéte
originaire de Sissian, Hamo Sahian.

D’une pureté noble, ce grand espace est sauvage et
libre de toute restriction. On oublie faci- lement combien la
région a été taillée et ciselée par des frontieres en dents de
scie. Difficile de songer aussi aux bruits des canons, qui a
maintes reprises ont percé le silence des montagnes. Le

Nakhitchevan n’est pas loin: s'il avait été reconquis par les

forces arméniennes, Meghri ne serait qu’a deux heures et
demie d’Erévan, aime-t-on a rappeler.
La descente continue. Elle nous fait croiser un village

abandonné ou régne un inquiétant repos. Maisons
rudimentaires de pierre sans électricité, église abandonnée,
le décor de film est plantéd: avec cette atmosphére
fantastique et inquiétante, c’est une brise printaniere qui
souffle dans ce lieu de transhumance. J’'apprendrai plus tard
que nous avons traversé I'ancien village de Shvanidzor, le
nouveau s'étant déplacé a quelques dizaines de kilomeétres
plus loin.

Le soleil du soir est moins agressif, les serpents qui
pullulent se font plus discrets, l'occasion pour les plus
chanceux de distinguer quelques chamois perchés sur les
sommets. Rares sont les voitures qui transitent par ce
chemin. A mesure que la descente entre les montagnes se
poursuit, une illusion nous habite, celle d’'une rencontre
prochaine avec la mer. Réve éphémeére ou simple intuition ?
C'est oublier trop vite que la mer n’existe plus dans le pays
arménien. L'illusion d’'une Méditerranée solaire et sensuelle
s'évapore enfin lorsqu’apparait, face a la route, la vallée de
I’Araxe. Derriére les barbelés, le fleuve charrie des eaux
boueuses. De l'autre c6té des barbelés, la République
islamique d'Iran ne présente qu’un paysage sombre et peu
suggestif. Des minarets bleus trahissent un village aux pierres
beiges que nous tachons dimmortaliser en fixant
nerveusement nos cadres sur l'objectif, non sans savoir qu'il
est interdit de prendre des photos de la frontiere ! A défaut
de mer, c’est la lumiére douce qui pleut. Meghri n’est plus
qu'a portée de main, verdoyante cuvette plongée au beau
milieu d'arides montagnes.

Un bout de paradis aux confins de I'Iran

Le drapeau iranien flotte sur l'autre rive, face a des
miradors ou des soldats russes (ou arméniens ?) somnolent.
C'est une autre Arménie qu'il nous est donné de connaitre.
Depuis le vieux fort de Meghri (reconstruit au XVIII® siécle)
qui veille sur les hauteurs de la ville, on apergoit clairement
les domes des églises qui ne sont pas sans rappeler ceux de
la Nouvelle Djoulfa, en Iran. Un avant-go(t d'Orient,
alimenté par la chaleur, se fait sentir. Les reperes se
brouillent, nous sommes aux confins du Caucase, entre
Arménie russe et Arménie perse. Par moments, on se croirait
dans le village de Kessab, en Cilicie. La ville, ou plutot l'oasis,
repose sur une faille sismique. A 600 meétres au-dessus du
niveau de la mer, elle offre une belle récompense au
voyageur fatigué. Irrigué par la riviere éponyme, Meghri
bénéficie d'un ensoleillement exceptionnel, d'un climat
chaud et tempéré par des hivers doux. Tout semble pousser
ici ! Les citrons, les oranges, les mandarines et les fraises font
d’excellentes confitures, mais aussi les kiwis et surtout les
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Vue générale de Meghri

grenades appréciées dans tout le pays pour leur saveur.
Avec guére plus de 5 000 habitants, Meghri a une allure de
paisible bourgade endormie, loin du bruit et de la fureur.
Dans les rues de la ville aux maisons en pierre, nombreux
sont les enfants qui ont les cheveux blonds et les yeux clairs.
L'innocence des regards, devenue rare par ailleurs, confirme
I'idée recue d'un éden préservé de la mondialisation.
N’empéche que les Lada disparaissent progressivement au
profit des Mercedes...

Jadis frontiére soviétique (comprendre zone militaire),
la ville et sa région furent longtemps interdites d'acces aux
étrangers. Les résidants soviétiques devaient montrer patte
blanche pour pouvoir rendre visite a un ami ou un parent
habitant les lieux. Assis a notre table, Micha Azatian, notre
logeur, vit paisiblement sa vie. Dieu seul sait combien les
années noires (1) ont été un calvaire pour lui et les siens. Il
se souvient de ces villageois azéris — tous arménophones —
qui habitaient jusqu’en 1988 les hauteurs de Meghri. * IIs
conduisaient leurs troupeaux de moutons et faisaient
beaucoup d’enfants. A ce rythme de croissance, ils auraient
conquis le Zanguézour ! Ils sont partis dans la précipitation.
On n'avait pas de conflit avec eux, mais jamais il ne nous
était venu a l'idée de nous mélanger. ” Dans son jardin
entouré de roses au parfum pénétrant, il a aménagé une
pile de bois parfaitement taillée et visiblement de bonne
qualité. Je Iui demande d’ou viennent les bliches.

- Ce bois provient de l'ancienne ligne de chemin de fer
Erévan-Nakhitchevan-Bakou. Avec la guerre, plus aucun train
ne passe par fici...

- Et les Iraniens ? Vous avez des relations avec eux ?

- Ils ne passent pas par chez nous. Leurs camions
empruntent une autre route, en général aucun Iranien ne
met les pieds a Meghri, Les Iraniens n‘ont pas bonne presse
icl, pourtant je dois reconnaitre que nous leur devons
beaucoup. Comment oublier leurs mains tendues au pire mo-
ment des années noires, ils ont été les seuls alors qu’on
crevait de faim ! Toutes les frontiéres étaient fermées ! Ca,
non je ne peux pas l'oublier !

Micha est ému. Seraient-ce les quelques verres de co-
gnac qu'il vient de servir a son jeune héte allemand néo-hip-
pie qui fait le tour de I’Asie a bicyclette ? Il est visiblement
heureux de pouvoir se confier ouvertement a nous. A
I’'entendre, je peine a me faire une idée de la misére qui a
frappé ce bout de paradis terrestre aux pires moments de
I'histoire récente de I’Arménie.

Une multitude de trésors architecturaux

Souffrant de son isolement géographique, Meghri
accueille peu de touristes. Ces derniers s‘arrétent
généralement a Goris pour poursuivre leur route au
Karabagh. Micha, Iui, me parle de ces hotes qui débarquent
chez lui, la plupart étant des diplomates occidentaux en
poste a Erévan qui, a défaut de se voir tamponner dans leur
passeport un visa de la République du Haut-Karabagh,
optent pour le grand Sud, le « Far West arménien ». Autre
clientéle et pas des moindres, les routards fauchés qui
sillonnent I'Iran en sac a dos. “ Arrivés en Arménie, ils n‘ont
qu’une idée en téte, boire de la biere ! ”, sourit Micha.
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Loin d'étre un simple poste-frontiére, Meghri recéle des
trésors architecturaux. A I'exemple de I'église Sainte-Marie-
Meére-de-Dieu en plein centre-ville, qui date du XVII® siécle,
I'ancien couvent Saint-Sarkis (également du XVII¢), avec ses
fresques d'une éblouissante beauté, est situé sur le flanc de
la plaine adjacente, la ou se trouve le vieux Meghri — le pokr
tagh comme on l'appelle plus communément. La plupart des
ancien- nes maisons de pierre aux balcons en bois clair
datent du XIXe, certaines sont restaurées et ont des jardins
d’un éclat luxuriant. Sur la route de Tiflis, I'écrivain Raffi, né a
Tabriz, a enseigné quelque temps au couvent Saint-Sarkis.

Gardjévan, a la recherche du dialecte de Meghri

Isolée du reste de I’Arménie, la région de Meghri I'est
aussi par son dialecte, distinct de ceux de Goris et Kapan et
aussi incompréhensible que celui du Musa Dagh. On nous
donne le nom d’un village ou, parait-il, personne ne parle
I'arménien standardd: Gardjévan, perché sur les hauteurs
d’Agarak, au nord-ouest de Meghri. La route d’Erévan est
longue: qu'a cela ne tienne, il nous faut y jeter un coup
d'ceil ! Sur la route d’Agarak, le long des barbelés, je croise
un gros officier de I'armée arménienne, le front ruisselant de
sueur. Il fait déja 30 degrés. ™ Et si I'on veut pécher le
poisson dans [|'‘Araxe, que fait-on ? ”. ™ Une simple
autorisation auprées des gardes-frontieres suffit ”, me répond-
t-il. En face, des paysans iraniens (ou azéris ?) cultivent
paisiblement leurs terrains.

- Il y a beaucoup de soldats ici ?

- Enormément ! LAzerbaidjan est a deux pas.

- Vous voulez dire le Nakhitchevan ?

- Oui, on aurait di le libérer, ¢a nous aurait facilité /a
vie.

- Vous étes en contact avec les gardes-frontieéres
iraniens ? Je veux dire, y a-t-il des problémes de drogue ?

- Non, grdce a Dieu, nous sommes épargnés par ce
fléau ! La drogue passe par |Azerbaidjan et la Turquie.

L’école, passerelle entre Arménie et diaspora

Une poignée de kilométres de pente aride a travers un
chemin de rocaille, et nous découvrons un village endormi
dans la montagne. Sur la place déserte, un couple de
vieillards assis sur un banc a I'ombre nous orientent vers ce
qu’ils nomment le “ soviet du village ” (la mairie), la ou se
trouve I'école.

C'est un jour de classe. La trentaine d’écoliers et les
professeurs sont surpris par notre intrusion-éclair. Les regards
sont vifs et les institutrices ravissantes, mais pas de trace
orale du dialecte ! Il faudra attendre que I'équipe
pédagogique se mobilise. L'école est sens dessus dessous !
Nous devisons dans l'attente d'un personnage providentiel,
dans leur salle de repos avec vue imprenable sur un ravin.
Coup de théatred: aprés une longue attente, la porte
s’ouvre, une dame élégamment vétue fait son apparition. *
Alors, c’est moi qu’on cherche ?! ”. Madame Méliné
Guévorkian, l'ancienne directrice, ne fait pas ses 73
printemps. Energique et le regard doux, elle ne manque pas
d’esprit lorsqu’elle s'adresse a chacun des présents. “ Vous
me voyez jeune, n'est-ce pas ? Non, ce n'est pas
uniquement l|'air des montagnes, c’est mon amour pour
notre langue qui me maintient ! “. Puis, apprenant qu’un «
Arménien occidental » se trouve dans la salle, elle récite des
vers de Missak Medzarents (avouant son penchant pour
cette variante de I'arménien moderne) et entonne d’une

L’ Araxe jouxte la frontiere de I’ Arménie (rive droite) et de I'Iran
(rive gauche)

Village abandonné de Shvanidzor

voix chaude Guiliguia. J'ai la chair de poule a I'entendre et la
voir chanter dans ce petit coin perdu d’Arménie orientale. "
Jai lu Chahnour, tu sais ? Son roman La Retraite sans fanfare
est un chef-d'eceuvre ! Aprés l'avoir lu, jai compris ce que
signifiait étre un Arménien en diaspora. ”

L'intelligentsia du village se porte bien, a en croire sa
vivacité et son talent. Elle est fiere de sa terred: a I'époque,
les anciens avaient réservé un accueil triomphal a Karékine
Njteh pendant sa retraite vers IIran. Nous pourrions
aisément rester une semaine entiére a ses cotés. Hélas, il se
fait tard, nous devons repartir. Il y a cette mélancolie de la
derniére pose devant l'appareil, du dernier sourire... Nous
reprenons la route, avec les pierres pour compagnes. Nous
venons de recevoir un « coup de tendresse » en pleine fig-
ure. Je pense a cette phrase célébre de I'écrivain et grand
voyageur suisse Nicolas Bouvier: * Certains pensent qu'ils
font un voyage, en fait c’est le voyage qui vous fait ou vous
défait. ”

Tigrane Yngavian
Photos Gayann Tonoyan

(1) Durant la premiére moitié des années 1990,
IArménie a souffert de graves pénuries, notamment
énergétiques.
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